rites tae 


ae ha re 
hb hie tet. # «ate 
dited de wobede hae ere 


, 


tow 
Tabbed woes 


eee te 


ope 


ope 

' 
Ce ee | 
ee 
wot 


wr ast aes 

ten aoe 
en Vere ay . 
. oar) « 
elk , we 
. i s 
on am) 
mee te 
me é 

aie 7 

‘ eee 


a 


COE EIAeCHnA nn ae ta 


fee ere ’ 


* 


tone 


We 
7 bats det’ ot otis gt 
tel Peterlee bets iel| 

et er ee 


- 
teaiced 
Ge Ca ay 
ed Ob tet 
oe ae 


ew tev 


Win 
tour 


ee 
ty mee 
suds 


Py s oA DR Ps ne A 
Chee ee ee Se ee 2 


ane . Po) - 


Pre nn) Pee hee ee 
Ok totem 6 0 Ol on be FOF 


whe ee tee 


~ tot hearer h Bad il 
Se we bee ae tahoe 
Pr SPOT abe wT ete teh stg heb tanta tet este 
rr tar eee ray) Med le. UAE Perr 
a - +e atte te Hertel ol Me ONES! eM ohete? 
Phe eee Ma ddied as arats Pi tebe tate satay a) HS Net ee Meh tan tet ets Me 
BONE ANP. ON Fah OPER CET Met Lae od gait ec ete AO! SE MRIS Heh SK eT at etme 
Fo th etd etytot ces oe Wri d PFU Tdedi aupte eaten te. Le Ne eb heh HS OS 

TIO ge Mays Oe bem. tt DONE Stee Tu eet ir ee Peet tr ak att 
FV aOR Rb Ae: Re ete ete pe etain te) TAs a ae Niet) ON, OE? 
AP OM et Waele a Senet Ra tngrete  a sy Fete 
Ausghais Aete Sete eo beater eters whe 
a abe Os meee + Pr ae 
a etie « 28, ote 4 
tee ete 


tern 
. 


sen 
te 
vers 


Re 


. 
. store 
Pee) eel 
OA ee Cn evet wee 
CANE ON RE Chee 


ary 
tieee ’ 
are oreo es 
* VES et ete 
en . 
Sar SONY wees 


Ce cetee 
er ae ery 
7 yee 
ears Pat 


tes 
7 oe 


nates 
” 


” aegtee 


we 


. 


“me 
” 


” beenge 

THEO oy gt lang 

+ eer ar Vr tee 

ee ble Ho PVF eh aes added 

ed oe Sees | "ee 
ane 


oe 
ane 
bet 


wie 
et Oa 


ewts Meet gree 


‘ wee 
tase 
’ 
os 
ene 
tee 
we. # 
big? 
te ve ) id Red 4: ane 
ee SR “4 vi ,* ¢ «4 > a 
: Bre . ne + . tw vie eee 
ht tegen @ be ne Fn a’ oak = 
Sr hey de ne is os 
Vers este 6 4 ree # as 
a te * « . . . + 7 - 
Smt - ord me sae - 
at ess -- ¢ 7 ae des 7 
a eer hue odee i mana & Ge * 
4 taf “Vig” © ores e dia tebe ¢ 7 
pee “ee . uo g feline’ : - ue 
A 4 4 ° + © ate - * 
Pay fa “= “e + ‘ + 
asd @ t to. » « , 7 
errs és sera Ore ibd Cars 
tea - 4 a ae Ce ee 
Peete Naty ttene was ie ee ate 
be - . thts 8 oe ae a + 
: - a - be é os . Ce ed ? - ~* *.* . +. + i ere -* - @ ogee ©) 
. obese ¢ cee : Pe : ' re os - .- 
. ee . ~@e-« = on 7+ . “+ . ~~. ote 7 
a= evapo eek 5 ae 2 car et fe Cn! oe o tee son ts Brel eee 
- 4 i . . . * ee er ar 2% aw ote « *. - Sieh s 
4 ~ 2 ve + . z : - ws 7 a, wre ore ate - - “ 
. . . toe ‘ “Oa * - - s = _ ale s¢ = us id 
ee « a . e Sx = bd ba . . + . Go bes SP $248 %2-5 < te = ; 
‘ a Ae 9 - ° « se ar a ts ee * ea x 7 es af 
wane . ae ane ao de ce oe 2 . wath «(ee ove 
bd - eve" sce bd “ . lk : ee - - -* a -“ . « . . 
s 7 = - - Pas a * = - i oP, ‘ pigte ¢.0 4 * ' . > 
ed << > See - -- . » oP ir . 7 
- . . +. ot “a * : . i + +e e - = 2 ‘ O 
' 7 2 - tee . ? : a 44s - Ch os 7 7 : 2 o 
¥ ae ee Red cage eS Std F ep pYsigy 7 om a aa , 
VERNA TE PERE Ve AT AE OD be Wane PP 
rf ive no OHIO tat ”™ 
VON Mia hanes SRLS Re ev eebae Phe cl . 
f heive Aree eee Ok) De hee ee ee ae Yee 


Ge 
929.2 
M62306m 
1909782 


REYNOLDS HISTORIGRL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


ME. 


ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


- 2 ; 
: 
- 
- 


f <i 


ae 


me 
ye 
co 


PETER MILLS and_= 
MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 


ee eee 


OF 


oT. MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND 
AN 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THEIR ORIGIN, LIVES 
AND SOME OF THEIR DESCENDANTS 
AND COLLATERAL KINSFOLK 


1635--1935 _— 


By JAMES ABELL MILLS, A.B., L.L.B. 
MEM 
THE NZW YORK RAR 


4 


190978< 


SLNAYVd SYOHLAV AHL 


el oe Be Ee ales nde ier 


LHE YNLHOK.2 LYBEVLe 


asvecer 


Ly 
ass @at . 


Ag 


ie 
CS Mills, James Abell 1902- ‘ape 
“710 "Beter Mills and Mary Shirtcliffe Mills of St 
656 3=6Mary's County, Maryland...1635-1935. [Elizabeth, 
1936 N.J.,Gclby & McGowan, Inc. 11936. 
64 p. ports. 22% em. 


ATD92 


1 tiGLe. bes Tam 2. Abell fom: 
Seen 


ane Lee. 


“ 


«FB So elfpt mie 
Atsdage[z] Sd logata 


yal nes: ae uae OM og he 
ct ’ Weg, , 
“ast Mtoahes ie aft ex 


a" nes ie a 


ss Pay 


Copyright, 1936, by James Abell Mills. 


All rights reserved. 


Edition limited to one hundred copies. 


Printed in U. S. A. 
Press of 
Colby & McGowan, Inc. 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


| 
Hen 


WHIM HodA norteal yh Get Jetgineaod 
2siqoo botbawd sno ot besier!! oolRe 


ay i iv 


ee 
a! 7 


¥ 9 ry 


To the Memory 
of My Father and Mother 


Leo Kendrick Mills, 1844-1920 
Virginia Abell Mills, 1859-1909 


0 eee 
Me be 


ay ; 

rf ine ; 

Bi ma 
eae Wey 


osor- m8 ali Jonbirs dt ane . ‘i i | 


3 
ee 


Q0g1-9e81 aliM Md A, sing nk oy vi: ; 


® 


PREFACE 


In this small package of genealogical history we have 
limited our consideration to the family in America, but 
the record is clear that Peter Mills, our ancestor, was 
born “in Holland” about 1635. In the text we have ex- 
pressed the opinion that the origin of the surname 
“Mills” came either from a name of similar meaning in 
the Dutch language, or it was originally English and that 
Peter Mills was a son of English forbears. We are now 
convinced that the latter theory is correct. Witness our 
reasons: | 

In “A History of Surnames of the British Isles,” 
(Ewen, London, 1931) the name “Mills” is said to have 
a Norman origin. The name is traced to “Rogerius de 
Molis (now Moels, Mills)”, a follower of William the 
Conqueror, from “The Exon. Domesday, A.D. 1086”. 
John de Moelis (Molis, Moules, Mules) was knighted by 
IeXdward I. Sir John was born about 1270, “Seals a letter 
to Pope as Lord of Caudebury 1301 ... Dead 24 May 
1310. Livery to his son and heir Nicholas, 24 Aug. 1310.” 
Nicholas was also a knight and baron. His son, John, died 
about 1337. There was also a Roger de Moeles living 
about the same time and others. (Harleian Society Pub- 
lications, Volume 82, page 159, London, 1930.) 

In the parish registers of St. Michael, Cornhill, Lon- 
don, record is made of the burial 3 September 1579 of 
“John Mylles, of th’age of Illjx* yeares’”, (80 years). This 
John Mills was born, according to this record, in 1499. 
In the same records we find that “Thomas Mylles and 
Margerye Cokkett” were married 15 June 1556; “John 
Mylls and Mary Appleforde” were married 17 June 1571; 
“John Mylles and Jane Gee” were married 3 October 


[5] 
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1574. At St. Peter’s, Cornhill, “Katherine Myles’ was 
christened 21 August 1540. At St. Mary the Virgin, 


London, “Thomas Milles & Parnell Lardge” were mar- 
ried 17 August 1545. 


The names of John, Nicholas, Peter, James, Thomas 
and others are ubiquitous in the Mills English history 
and show pointedly that our family had its roots in the 
most ancient and honorable facets of English traditions. 
Then how explain Peter Mills’ Dutch origin? Follow 
these arrows: 


“Nicholas Mylls, of Stepney, sailor, and Margery 
White, spinster, of city of London” were married at St. 
Michael ad Bladum, London, 5 May 1581. 


“John Mylles and Alice Seller’ were married at the 
Abbey Church of St. Peter and Paul, Bath, 6 November 
1598. “Nicolas sonn of John Mylls” was born 6 Septem- 
ber 1599, birth registered in same parish. 


“Nicholas Mills and Ann Longly” were married 27 May 
1632 at St. James, Clarkenwell. 


Were they the parents of Peter and John who came to 
America with their father, Nicholas Mills, in 1651? Is it 
a reasonable postulate that Nicholas Mills, son of John, 
born in 1599, married in 1632, and migrated to Holland 
where his sons John and Peter were born, the latter about 
1635? These dates and names ft into our pattern too well 
to be a coincidence. Nicholas Mills would thus name his — 
first son for his father, John Mills. 


Whether these theories are correct we now know that 
the correct family name was Mills, not Miles, and that 
the corruption of the spelling was on the Miles side and 
not through the descendants of Peter Mills. These facts 
also explain the desire of Peter Mills, our ancestor, to 
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regain the citizenship of his forefathers. Hence the 
“denization” of Peter Mills in Maryland. 

The narrative is cast in chronological order wherever 
possible. For this reason the family of Mary Shirtcliffe 
Mills, wife of Peter, comes first, her father, John Shirt- 
cliffe, who married Anne Goldsborough, having come 
into the Colony in 1638. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
August 11, 1936. 
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PETER AND MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 
AND THEIR DESCENDANTS 


History is the candle of truth lighted by the power of 
research and analysis of facts. Inferences, interpreta- 
tions and the meanings arising from such facts are also 
a part of the historical process, but one should proceed 
cautiously in going beyond the facts in order honestly to 
follow the ideal of truth. In this article which opens a 
pathway through a forest of facts heretofore considered 
unrelated, no attempt is made to prove or disprove any 
preconceived notion, theory, social distinction or limita- 
tion relating to our forbears who settled in Maryland 
almost three centuries ago. Let the record attest the truth. 


I 


On 22 November 1638, Jiohn Sheercliff was trans- 
ported to Maryland by Mrs. — Throughton.’ He was a. 
tailor by trade,*—but soon after he came into the Colony 
he became a planter by virtue of his large land holdings 
acquired by his industry and by transporting others into 
the new wilderness. One John Shirtcliffe demanded 100 
acres of land according to his Lordship’s conditions of 
plantation for transporting himself into Maryland in the 
year 1646, and a warrant was issued to the surveyor to 
lay out 100 acres of land in the broad Neck at the New 
Town lying between the broad Creek and John Medley’s 
creek, returnable between 18 December 1646 and March 
of the next year.*® It is reasonably certain that this was 
the same person who had been brought into the Colony 
in 1638. He had apparently gone back to England and 
then returned to the Colony. 

‘Patents, 1. f. 18, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 


* Archives of Maryland, IV, 407. 
*Patents, A.B. & H., f. 8, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
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10 PETER AND MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 


John Nunne gave a cow calf to Mary Sheircliffe in 1649 
“which is for the paynes and care that her mother tooke 
with me when I was Sicke and could not help myself, the 
colour of it is blacke and white.’”* 

John Shertcliffe was sworn to the Oath of Fealty 15 
December 1648.° Title was asked to 200 acres of land for 
John Shercliffe 25 February 1649, signed by William 
Hawley, and note was made of the fact that one half of 
the grant was for transporting himself.° 


14 October 1651: 
Mr. John Lewger demandeth land in right of these 
persons following—servants to Mr. Lewger, his 
father, viz: “...and Anne Goldsborough now the 
wife of John Shircliff who was many years since 
transported into this province.’ 


Who were Anne Goldsborough’s parents? The Golds- 
borough family has been prominent in England since the 
twelfth century.® 


13 May 1650: 
Warrant to lay out 150 acres of land for John Sher- 
cliffe “on West side of Brettons Bay Betwixt Davies 
Point and Jo: Mansell’s land by Michaelmas next.’” 


* Archives of Maryland, 1V, 483; cf. Ibid, 310. 

* Patents, 1, f. 205, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

Archives of Maryland, III, 228. 

* Patents, 2, f. 549-550, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

*Patents, A. B. & H., f. 150, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

*GOLDSBOROUGH, ALBERT, MEMORIALS OF THE GOLDESBOROUGH FAMILY, 
printed for private circulation by Ed. J. Burrow & Co., Ltd., London, 1930, 3], 
opposite chart. 

The family of Goldesburgh of Goldsborough in the Wapentake of Claro, 
in the West Riding of the County of York; tracing the family to Hugh De 
Godelesbure, living 1165-71, The name Anne is common in the family; also 
Charts I, II, III, IV following p. 340 entitled “Goldsborough of Maryland, 
U.S.A.” Nicholas Goldsborough b. 1640, co. Dorset, England, who came to 
Kent Island, Maryland, 1670 and was buried there the same year, is listed as 
the founder of the Maryland family. Anne Goldsborough, who married John 
Shirtcliffe, had arrived thirty years earlier. 

* Patents, 2, f. 624, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 


Jk Stet 


ter 
basiyieM Yo gue 


ont Hoewen ld bs a vardw gent else 
21 yilset to rlisO orl ot mowe enw of otrodeé aol 
101 basl to e9196.008 of baslas 2sw ola?’ 


msilliW yd hesrgia, bal “panda 28. 9 Io Le a ae 
to, Hed ono jedt tost odd, Yo. ebscr asv stor bas el so 
* Toamid setae salud ) v 189 ae. | 
"et aM ite 


ssucis tb: autigh ‘ob eral, peearae cog io ve 

eit togwadls aM) of! ‘attiav192—griwollot oe 

ont won dguotedablod san bag.) 2" Yale 

gonie etssy yee esw orl. Bitosite ntlol to stiw x 
"“sontvorg ait} oat bahoqenstt fe, 


ies ag Pa ae 


abloD oT Aatnanen s'dpenteade blo onaA ssw OW - 
orl} sonia baslygad of inonimorq mood. esd — iO | ‘te 
e ‘ 8 | Ast 


i i he 7 
Pa 4) pe 
‘ " > } - ‘s 
0201" - 


tee ‘nol, t0t bres! 1 getos Oe! tro vat’ ot ner | 

gsive(! txivrtoll yal endtiorll To obia reo W aa 

" txoet 2smlsenotM yd biel "seca : ol 
ene ih need eciae 


we 

ne allan fo ite 
rapa = oe, 
ee 


varmea't no 


oo batt oe 
pete by 


ee a a 


yy 


a 


Munguia ‘i a a a ae t 7 
hf a mw, Pe) 


ie; ni been Ny ef 


ane mk whe ry Pitas 


AND THEIR DESCENDANTS M | 


The land was called Fearny Hill or Ferny Hill.*° 

John Shirtcliffe also received a grant of “600 acres in 
Brettons Bay in Potomock River’’,” but the date is un- 
known and was probably later than 1650. 


8 January 1651: 


John Shertcliffe this day entreth upon Record, one 
black cow calfe about eight month Cropt upon the 
left Ear and a piece Cut away Square underneath the, . 
right Ear over keeld and Slitt and is for the use of 
Anne the Daughter of the said John Shertcliff by the 
Gift of Ann the now wife of Lieut. Wm. Evans.” 


Let us speculate upon sentiment for the moment. Anne 
Shertcliffe had become probably a favorite of Ann Evans, 
hence the gift of a cow calf, an animal of great potential 
use. How favoritism and necessity shaped one’s life even 
in a wilderness. 


Another commodity so common today was both pre- 
cious and useful in those days. Notice the record 17 
March 1651: John Shertcliffe demandeth 477 pounds of 
Tobacco and cask as due him out of the estate of Joseph 
Cadle, deceased, together with a pail of salt.** In a pro- 
ceeding entitled John Shertcliff, Complainant against Lt. 


~ Richard Bancks, executor of Joseph Cadle, defendant, the 


claims were allowed, the tobacco on the deposition of 
Richard Willan, and the “Salt being proved by Charles 
Maynard his oath.’’* 


* Patents, 3, f. 3, 82 Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
™ Patents, Q, f. 177, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
* Patents, 1, f. 251, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
| Archives of Maryland, X, 122. 
* Patents, 1, f. 271, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
Archives of Maryland, X, 139, 144. 
“Patents, 1, f. 279-280. 
Archives of Maryland, X, 147. 
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12 PETER AND MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 


John Shertcliffe and Henry Spinke were designated as 
planters in 1650-52.” 

Mary Shercliffe had her father, John, enter her mark 
for cattle and hogs.”® Sister Anne was not to outrank her 
in this respect. To the name of Mary Shirtcliffe we owe 
more than a casual reference for she was destined to be- 
come the maternal founder of the Roman Catholic Mills 
family of Maryland whose descendants have assisted in 
carrying the Cross of Calvary from frontier to frontier 
to the Pacific Ocean. Her father was a devout Catholic 
as evidenced by the references in his will which will 
appear later in this narrative. Her god-father was Rich- 
ard Willan.’ The will also indicates that the correct 
spelling of the name was Shirtcliffe. Since she was the 
eldest daughter of John Shirtcliffe and Anne Golds- . 
borough she was probably born about 1640. 


II 


The stage is now set for the appearance of the prin- 
cipal character. Here we must not even exercise the 
license of transposing facts so we quote: 


* Patents, 2, f. 393, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

The designation “Planter” reminds one of the term “Settler” which Theo- 
dore Roosevelt described in his autobiography in reference to his own forbear 
(who was a “Settler’”) as “the euphemistic name for an immigrant who came 
over in the steerage of a sailing ship in the seventeenth century instead of the 
steerage of a steamer in the nineteenth century.” 

For a discussion of the contribution to American life by foreign born 
persons after 1790: Malone, Dumas, editor, Dictionary of American Biography, 
“The Intellectual Melting-Pot”, ¢Imcrican Scholar, 1V, No. 4, 444, 1935. 

7 Patents, 2, f. 418-419. 

Archives of Maryland, 1V, 462. 

* Will, Richard Willan (1603), Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills, I, 26. 

This fact is contradictory unless Mary Shirtcliffe and Peter Mills were 
already married which seems improbable. John Shirtcliffe’s will was probated 
26 March 1663, and was written 2 December 1661. Peter Mills may have 
married Mary Shirtclitfe between these two dates. This would explain Willan’s 
reference to Mary Mills in his will dated 25 October 1662, and probated 5 
September 10663. 
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“27 Nov. 

“Nicholas Miles Demandeth Three Hundred Acres of 
land for transporting himself and John and Peter Miles 
his Sons into this Province about March last 1651.’’** 

The names Miles and Mills are so similar that it is 
natural the spellings might have been confused, but the 
variant spellings go beyond mere typographical or clerical 
errors. Both names were probably English derivatives of 
a family name of similar meaning in the Dutch language, 
or the origin of the name was originally English and was 
carried into Holland by the forbears of Nicholas Miles 
who came from that country of origin to Maryland. (Sce 
Footnote 22 infra.) We think the latter theory was cor- 
rect. 

Between 10 February 1652 and 12 December 1653, 
Nicholas, John and Peter Mills purchased a tract called 
the Mill land lying at the head of Brittons Bay in St. 
Mary’s County because on the latter date the Mills 
pioneers sold the land to John Medley, who conveyed the 
land to John Mills and Peter Mills 19 July 1656, and 4 
August 1656 the land was reconveyed by John Mills and 
Peter Mills to John Medley. These facts are established 
by the proceedings known as the “Inquisition The Mill 
Land” reported in the Chancery Court proceedings, 1679, 
wherein Peter Mills was one of the jurors. The exact 
dates are established by reference to the endorsements on 
the patent to the land.’? There is no doubt that Nicholas, 
John and Peter Miles (and Mills) were one and the same 
persons. The entry in the land office records, 23 May 
1654 “Thomas Cornwalleys, Esq., Plt. and Nicholas, John 
and Peter Miles, defendants: The Complaintants suit 


*FEarty Settzters, A. B. & H., f. 232. 
Cf. Archives of Maryland, X, 382. 
*® Archives of Maryland, LI, 269-70-71. 
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14 PETER AND MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 


being for 8000 Ibs. tobacco and casks due by bill and the 
def. acknowledging the debt. It is ordered that the def. 
do forthwith pay the same to the plaint. and the Bill or 
Specialty to be cancelled.’”’® The reference to the “Mill 
land” probably arose because a mill was erected there. 
John Miles was a miller because in the archives it is 
shown he owed 390 pounds of tobacco and was ordered 
to pay it in 1654 by supplying 1 barrel of meal for each 
100 pounds of tobacco.” 


Peter Mills was a “denizen” of Holland. There is re- 
ported in the Assembly proceedings of March-April 1671 
a petition signed by a long list of inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince of Maryland asking for the privilege of citizenship. 
It recites that Peter Mills was born “in Holland afore- 
said” under “the Dominion of the States Generall of the 
united Provinces.’ 


“And your peticoners being now removed into this 
Province have for long time therein inhabited being in- 
vited to come and dwell within this Province by and upon 
confidence of your Lordship’s Declaration of the Second 
of July One Thousand Six Hundred forty & Nine where- 
by your Lordship did impower your Lordship’s Governor 
of this Province from time to time to grant lands to any 
persons of Dutch Swedish German french or other 
foreigne discent...”’ 


The petition continues: that they shall have all the 
rights “as if they and every of them had been borne 
within this province or were of British or Irish discent 
as aforesaid...” 


™ Patents, 1, f. 596, Hall Pi Records, Annapolis, Md. 
Archives of Maryland, X, 382. 

™ Archives of Maryland, X, 467. 

™ Archives of Maryland, II, 282, 283. 
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In the Proceedings of the Council of Maryland 1667- 
758 the “Denization of Peter Mills” is recorded: 

“Caecilius &c To all persons to whom these presents 
shall Come Greeting in Our Lord God everlasting. 
Whereas Peter Mills Late of (sic) Belonging to the 
States of holland and Subject of the Nation aforesaid 
haveing transported himselfe and Children into this 
province here to Inhabite hath besought us to Grant 
him the said Peter Mills Leave here to Inhabite and as 
a free Dennizen freedome Land to him and his heires 
to purchase Know yee that Wee Willing to Give due 
incouragment to the Subjects of that Nation Doe here- 
by declare them the said Peter Mills and his Children 
as well these already borne as those hereafter to be 
borne to be free Dennizens of this Our province of 
maryland And Doe further for us Our heires and suc- 
cessors straightly enjoyne Constitute Ordaine and 
Comand that the said Peter Mills in all things be held 
treated reputed & Esteemed as One of the faithful 
people of Us Our heires & Successors borne wthin 
this Our said province of Maryland & Likewise any 
Lands tennem's Revenues Services & Other heridita- 
ments whatsoever wthin Our said province of Mary- 
land may Inhirite Or Other wise purchase receive take 
haue hold buy and possess & them may Occupy and 
enjoy Give sell Alien & bequeath as likewise all Liber- 
ties ffranchises & privilidges of this Our province of 
Maryland ffreely quiettly and peaceably haue and pos- 
sess Occupy and enjoy as Our ffaithful people borne 
Or to be borne wttin Our said province of maryland 
wthout the Lett Mollestacon vexacon trouble Or greiy- 
ance of us Our heires & Successors any Custome to the 
Contrary hereof in any wise Notwt'standing Given att 
sv, 7. °°  ° 
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16 PETER AND MARY SHIRTCLIFFE MILLS 


Our Citty of St Maries vnder Our Greate Seale of Our 
said province of Maryland this three and twentith day 
of March in the xxxvijt4 yeare of Our Dominion Over 
Our said province Annoqg’ Dom MDCIxviij Wittnes 
Charles Calvert Esq? Our Leiftennt Generall and Cheitfe 
Governo' of Our said province of maryland.” 


This document is misleading only if we do not remember 
the propensity of lawyers to use words of legal signifi- 
cance. A woman had no legal rights at common law. 
She took her husband’s name, citizenship and her legal 
rights were his legal rights. Moreover, legal forms are 
written in broad language to cover all possible situations. 
In the interest of historical accuracy one should point out 
that Peter Mills did not transport “himselfe and children 
into the province’, although his father, Nicholas Miles, 
had transported himself and his sons, John and Root 
Miles (Mills) into the Province in 1651. 

Peter Mills in his will referred to a plantation by the 
name of Muisterdam. Was this Muntendam, a city in the 
Province of Groningen, Netherlands, from whence he 
came possibly, or was it the name of a Dutch sailing 
vessel which brought him to the Colony? An answer to 
a letter of inquiry to the Royal Dutch Geographical 
Society, Amsterdam, October 25, 1935, sheds no light on 
these speculations, the letter stating that a diligent search 
of the records of the Netherlands revealed no informa- 
tion. The mystery remains as to the meaning of the refer- 
ence. 

But we are getting ahead of our narrative. What man- 
ner of man was Peter Mills? 

He was an uneducated man which fact is shown by his 
signature recorded Peter (P) Mills, the “P” being his 
mark, but one might expect that a Dutch immigrant in 
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the seventeenth century was handicapped in an English 
colony. He was an intelligent man and took a prominent 
part in the ordinary business and civil affairs of the Col- 
ony, a fact demonstrated by numerous references in the 
archives. How old was he when he entered the Colony? 
Only inferences can help us to the answer. His first jury 
service was 22 March 1658."* John Shertcliffe, John Med- 
ley and John Jarbo, Catholic neighbors, were also on the 
jury. We do not believe that Peter Mills was more than 
16 years old when he entered the Colony in 1651 with his 
father and brother. He was born in Holland about 1635. 
His infancy in 1652-3 is indicated by the re-conveyance 
of lands in 1656, (note 19 supra), probably to correct 
title when he became of age. 

John Mills proved a debt due another 12 April 1653.” 
Peter Mills witnessed a document 28 March 1660.*° At a 
Court held in St. Mary’s 16 January 1660 presided over 
by Charles Calvert, Esq., Governor, and Phillip Calvert, 
Esq., Chancellor,*’ Peter Mills was a juror, and Mrs. Ann 
Hammon demanded a “subpoena ad testificand against 
Lieutenant Collonel John Jarbo, Peter Mills and John 
Davies in the cause depending between her and Walter 
Pakes,” returnable 19 February 1660,*° and at the same 
term of court Peter Mills demanded “a writ to arrest 
Mrs. Ann Hammon in an action of the...’”* (sic) What- 
ever the difficulties they probably arose out of an account 
which appears in the Provincial Court Proceedings 1661: 


“To the Wopfull the Comrs of St. Marys County 
The pet" of John Lumbroso Sheweth That yor pet 
san * Archives of Maryland, XLI, 298; XLIX, 53, 76, 80, 166, 476, 543, 566, 


* Archives of Maryland, X, 314. 

* Archives of Maryland, XLI, 580. 
* Archives of Maryland, XLI, 513. 
*® Archives of Maryland, XLI, 394. 
” Archives of Maryland, XLI, 406. 
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haueing sould certaine Goods to John Hammond as 
drinke Sugar and other things to the vallue of 100" of 
tobacco, And when yor pet® came to demand bill for his 
debt the said Hammond refused to give him any 
Wherefore yor pet' Craves order for his debt or the 
Cott compell the said Hammond to give yor pet* secur- 
ity for the next yeares payment And he shall pray &c. 
Gent. These are to Certefye yo" that Mt Hammond 
did buy of Doctor Lumbroso one Anker of Brandy & 
100! of Sugar the which Brandy and sugar Peter Mills 
& John Davies carryed from my howse by the s4 Ham- 
onds order, And this I am ready to depose if thereto 
Required 
June 26th 1662 W™ Euans 
Lumbrozo Accompt 
Mr Hammond debtor 


To one Anker of Brandy 0500 
For one hundred pounds of Sugar 0400 
For two Turkeys 0100 


_ The pit petitioning the Cott for one thousand pounds 
of tobacco due from the deft by an Accompt, which 
accompt the deft accknowledgeth the Receipt of the 
Goods But doth alleadge that he was not to give the 
... here Rated wherefore ...’*° 

Let us revert to John Shirtcliffe, 21 June 1659: 

“John Shertcliffe demands land for transporting one 


maid servant for daughters Mary and Ann Shertcliffe, 
rights entered 15 Aug. 1657. The said John likewise de- 
mands land for transportation of Thos. Spalding his serv- 
ant. Warrant for 100 acres issued to John Shertcliffe, 
returnable 25 March next.’* Thomas Spalding was the 


—— ——— 


” Archives of Maryland, XLI, 589, 
John Lumbroza was a Jewish doctor: Kagan, Contributions of American 


Jews to Medicine; Walsh, James J., clmcrican Jesuits, Macmillan, 1934, p. 42. 


* Patents, 4, f. 29, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
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founder of the Spalding family of Maryland and Ken- 
tucky.* John Shirtcliffe referred to Thomas Spalding as 
his “cusin” in his will. 

In the will of John Thimbellby (Thimbleby) St. Mary’s 
County, 2 December 1659, a bequest was made: 


“Item: I give to Ann Shertcliffe, one cowe and to 
her husband, one steer and to young John Shertcliffe 
and his brother William Shertcliffe, a breeding 
beast.””** 


John Shercliff assigned to Peter Milis “the said John 
Bayley” for a term mentioned,” and Peter Mills made a 
further assignment of the indenture 9 December 1661.” 

John Shirtcliffe executed a will 2 December 1661 which 
was probated 26 March 1663, the essence of it being: 


“To wife:—Ann Shirtcliffe, Executrix, dwelling house 
with furnishings, plantation and all appurtenances, 
containing 300 acres on Brettons Bay in St. Mary’s 
Co. during life then to my eldest son John Shirtcliffe, 
also to wife Anne Shirtcliffe, residue of estate for her 
and my childrens maintenance. 

To eldest son and heir:—John Shirtcliffe, 200 acres of 
land contained in one patent of 600 acres due to me by 
assignment from John Mansell of St. Mary’s County, 
planter (Dec’d) on the northwest side of Brettons Bay, 
forever. 

To youngest son:—Wm. Shirtcliffe, 100 acres at head 
of St. Clements Bay on the north side of Shirtcliffs 
runn, forever, also 200 acres due me by the Rights of 
Thomas Spalding and Lenistor and two other servants 


* Clements, J. W. S., Origin of Clements-Spalding and Allied Families of 
Maryland and Kentucky, Louisville, 1928. 
* TESTAMENTARY ProceepInGs, 1 B, f. 11, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
“Patents, 5, f. 86, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
* Patents, 5, f. 87, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
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beyonging to Mr. John Lewger the younger, to said 
son forever. 

To eldest daughter:—Mary Shirtcliffe, 100 acres due 
to me for the Rights of Importation of Josaphat fara- 
rells, Elizabeth Morgan, John Bayley and Elizabeth 
Abrahams, forever. 

To youngest daughter:—Anne Shirtcliffe, 50 acres of 
land, parcell of said 200 acres forever. 

To Cusin:—Thos. Spalding, 50 acres of land, parcell of 
said acres, forever. 

To:-—If said John, William, Mary and Anne Shirtcliffe 
die without issue their share to survivors, if all die to 
the Catholic Church for the poor and orphans of New- 
town hundred in the aforesaid county, with the privi- 
lege of selling their shares in the event of a disturb- 
ance in Religion. 

To:—Mr. Francis Fitzherbert, one hogshead of tobacco 
of 300 or 400 lbs. weight for his good prayers and to 
any other Paster of the Catholic Church of Newtown 
and I desire the prayers of all the Catholickes. 
To:—Loveing brother in law, Henry Spinke (Speake?) 
and my loveing friend Peter Mills to assist my wife in 
executing this will. 

Test:—Edward Clarke; Edmond Smith; Leonard 
Greene.’”*® 


John Shirtcliffe’s fears about a “disturbance in reli- 
gion” were not groundless. The signs of the ugly intol- 
erance dramatized by Clayborne’s Rebellion had already 
come to light. Mr. Francis Fitzherbert was, of course, 
Father Francis Fitzherbert, a Catholic priest. The “Mr.” 
was a form of disguise made necessary by intolerance, 
prejudice and fear according to one view, but we think it 


Pints. 1, 172.Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
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arose out of the practice in Colonial days of referring to 
any gentleman as “Mister”. Father Fitzherbert was 
probably an English Jesuit priest.*” 

Peter Mills was referred to as the “loveing friend” 
of John Shirtcliffe, which, if true, was only a half-truth 
because he was undoubtedly the “loveing friend” of Mary 
Shirtcliffe whom he married not long thereafter. On 24 
April 1667 “came Peter Mills and demands land by virtue 
of his marriage with Mary the daughter of John Shirt- 
cliffe. Warrant then issue in the name of Peter Mills for 
100 acres of land due to him by marriage with Mary the 
daughter of John Sherclife and by the said Sherclife be- 
queathed to the said Mary being due to him for trans- 
porting Josephat Dorrell and Elizabeth Morgan.’’** 

On the same date Peter Mills received 50 acres of land 
“due to him by assignment from Henry Neale for his the 
said Neals time of service performed to Captain James 
Neale.”*? He had also received 200 acres on 30 January 
1663 on ‘warrant issued 14 April 1659.*° Peter Mills de- 
manded land for transporting Francis Bennett his serv- 
ant, “proved in Common form the 4 June 1667... War- 
rant then issued for 50 acres due him by assignment from 
George Bankes and 50 acres more for transporting his 
above named servant.’ 


iil 


One of the most revealing passages in the life of Peter 
Mills published in the archives is the report of the slander 


_ ‘Walsh, James J. in American Jesuits (note 30 supra) does not mention 
ogc cf. Conway, Bertrand L., Studies in Church History, Herder, 1915, 
p. j 
* Earty Sertiers, 10, f. 477, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md.; cf: N. 17 
supra. 

* Earty Settiers, 10, f. 477, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
“Patents, 6, f. 116. 
“Patents, 10, f. 523-4. 
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action brought against Doctor Luke Barber by Henry 
Spinke and reported in the Assembly Proceedings Sep- 
tember 1664.%° It was officially reported as an “accon 
case upon defamacon.” On 16 June 1663, trial of the 
action of Benjamin Hunton, Plaintiff and Doctor Luke 
Barber, defendant, was held. Henry Spinke’s wife, Elh- 
nor (Edwards) Spinke had been summoned as a witness 
and she testified in a manner so displeasing to Doctor 
Barber that he branded her immediately as a liar, strum- 
pet and other names imputing to her unchastity, and con- 
cluded with a vitriolic attack upon her name. This was 
done apparently in open court immediately following her 
testimony in the case. 

In September 1663 Henry Spinke brought his action 
against Doctor Barber and alleged by his attorney, Wil- 
liam Calvert, that his wife had always been a virtuous 
good woman, though her station in life was humble, and 
that his name and that of his good wife had been irrepar- 
ably injured by the gross, wilful, public defamation of his 
wife’s name by Doctor Barber. The defendant answered 
by his attorney, Mr. Thomas Notley, saying in effect that 
he did not deny the charge that he called Ellinor Spink a 
baud (etc.) but said the words were not actionable and 
moreover that he could prove the charge was true. 

Peter Mills made an affidavit proving the utterance of 
the slander by Doctor Barber and repeated in words what 
Doctor Barber had been alleged to say. Henry Hyde, 
John Jerome and German Gillett made similar affidavits. 
The following quotation from the record at pages 519-20 
is most revealing: 


(After claiming that the words of defamation were 
not actionable.) 


* Archives of Maryland, 1, 514-523. 


we id a 


vino yd 1odunél oud notoot si tenisgs . mn gu 
~ga2 zgaibosoovd seldenseal odd iti bortoc i : 
mos0s" mk 2s berroqs. ylisiorio. aBW se oy 4 we oh 
oly to igixt £801 onn] OF nO " nooiunelob 
gaud oie bas. Ritaislt motapl ¢ 
-HiA stiw e'ednige wae, blod 2G W ht 
econtiw s aa bomomm«ue coed bed oAniq2 pe 
10390 of griaagiqeib oa x9ansm 69 pace 
“muta teil § af elotaibociucedt rod hema a 
-009 bas .vtiterdony red ofygatingmri,es ane on bas: de Risck, 
aew ail T orien asi moqu dond46 oilolntiv.« = od but> Ve 
194 gaiwollot attic! insoo aso ni-yloergne ae 
| 92859 orl ot te 
noitos etd thguonth einige gurl £001 19d 
iW yosrrotig ate xd bogells bas 15d1e4 10 | 
anouhiv & mood angswls bad stive eid terkd. pater 
bes oldmud asw ott at mottste 19d dguods atom 
~sqs7ti need bsd sliw boog aid to tedt bas onttern eis 
ait! to aacipeerene otidng Jntliw z2org oda yd borssjari 
bniowers jasbusteh ofT, 19d1s8 yvots0C yd omteme’s — 
joel ‘die ri getigne volte asriodT 1M .yorrotte atch 
s Anig2 tomillh bollas ot sank agrarto ost nab toe ib 
bis sldgaoites tom es ebrow, oft bise amt << 999 )b | 
out) asw agers oft svoxq bluoo 
to soustetin odt gnivow tivabiiis os obsa ca alliM 1999" 
jsdw ebtow si betssqot a gn yr dy nen lz 


: . 7 _ F 
pets - wae ue Me 
~ THe. « 


qsevie 


AND THEIR DESCENDANTS 23 


“Notwithstanding may it please your honors the better 
to defend my selfe from the malititious designes of 
Henry Spinke & that light carryaged woman Elinor 
Edwards while she was my servant your petitioner 
doth not deney anything of his Charge or declaration 
yet he humbly desires your honors to consider the 
sequence first that the words I am Charged to speake 
were spoken & soe is charged to be in open Court now 
Mr. Dent. and other members of the court as also Mr. 
Jarboe, Mr. Turner and other bystanders att least six 
or seaven who both declared to me they can and will if 
need be declare upon oathe they being present at the 
same tyme that they heard not such thing or in that 
forme as most of the others my adversarys hath proved 
against me make mencon of he haveing procured four 
oathes the persons of all which had as I can prove per- 
fect prejudice against my person except Mr. Hide 
whose oathe is nothing so desparate or invective 
against me as the others are nay your petitioner dare 
venture all he hath that the said Spinke cannot gett the 
like oathe of any Credible person as either of the other 
three hath taken all over the Province the men being 
of very slender Repute in Comparison of the persons 
present whose oathes if need be I can produce...” 


Let us discover the truth by stating some reasonable 
inferences. 


What was the prejudice against Doctor Barber on the 
part of the three witnesses? Neither Peter Mills, John 
Jerome nor German Gillett was an Englishman. Per- 
haps it was a social prejudice. Doctor Barber was adopt- 
ing the familiar trick of denouncing the witnesses be- 
cause he could not disprove what they said. The record is 
barren of any affidavits or testimony on his behalf by Mr. 
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Dent, Mr. Jarboe (Lt. Col. John Jarboe) and others. 
Why did he not call them as witnesses? The answer is 
simple, he had spoken rashly and even his friends could 
not extricate him from liability. The jury made up of 
William Calvert, Esq., Patrick Forest, John Lumbrozo, 
and other representative citizens did not think much of 
Doctor Barber’s answer. Colonel Wm. Evans had been 
substituted in place of William Calvert as attorney for 
the plaintiff, but how was the latter qualified to act as 
juror? The jury were a practical minded group of men. 


“After long debate the jurors came into court and de- 
mand 30# tobacco p head as was allowed that former 
jury inter John Abington, plt. and Jerome White deft. 
which was allowed and granted by the board. 

“Then they deliver in their verdit as followeth (vizt) 
“The jury doth award unto the plt. for damages thirty 
thousand pounds of Tobacco and Caske with costs and 
charges of suite.” | 


Henry Spinke vindicated the good name of his wife, 
Ellinor Edwards Spinke, not only in the community but 
for his posterity, but he never collected his thirty thou- 
sand pounds of tobacco. The Assembly was then the 
appeal court and a transcript of the record (which is the 
reason for its appearance in the archives) was sent up for 
consideration on the plea of Doctor Barber who said: 


“First the Writt and the declaration doth differ and 
this is error ‘termes de la lay’ to which Spinke replied that 
it was a matter of form and not of substance, but the 
‘vote of the howse nemine contradicente was that the 
error was substantiall and not in forme of the declara- 
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tion only’,” and reversed the case with costs to each party. 
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IV 


Peter Mills was referred to in James Martin’s will, 
1669,** Collins Mackenzie’s will, 1682, and Abraham 
Combe’s Will, 13 January 1684,*°* In 1684 Peter Mills, 
the first of our family name in America, died and left a 
will which was probably written by Clement Hill, his 
attorney and register of wills in St. Mary’s County, who 
also witnessed it. The religious fervor of this Catholic 
pioneer is attested by the form of his will. He describes 
himself as a carpenter, the natural occupation of an uned- 
ucated man in the wilderness. He had lived in the Mary- 
land Colony for thirty-three years (1651-1684) and, if we 
are correct in our assumption as to his age when he came 
into the Colony, he died at the early age of 49-50 years. 

Peter Mills’ will: 

“The Will of 

Peter Mills 

hee Manel Atl ge In the name of God Amen. The 
twenty third day of September Anno Domin 1684 in the 
ninth of the Dominion of the Ritr Honbl Charles and 
Peter Mills of St. Mary’s County in the province of 
Maryland Carpenter, being sick and weak in body but 
of sound and perfect memory. thanks be to Almighty 
God for the same, and calling to mind the uncertain state 
of this life, and that all flesh must yield unto death, when 
it shall please God to call, and being desirous to settle 
things, in order doe make, this my last will and testament 
wherein is contained my last Will and Testament, in 


“Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills, I, 48. 

“Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills, I, 121. 

“Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills, I, 142. 

“Mary Mills was a witness to will of John Owen, Cecil County, 16 March 
1675. Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills, 11, 405. Thomas Mathews who 
had openly confessed himself a “Roman” in 1655 was the residuary legatee. 

“Liper P. C. No. 1, f. 52, Register of Wills, St. Mary County. 
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manner and forme following, Revoking and, absolutely 
adnulling by these presents, all and every testament and 
testaments, will and wills heretofore by me made—either 
by word or by writing, and this to be taken only for my 
last will and testament, and none other—first I bequeath 
my soul to Almighty God my maker to Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer, and to the holy Ghost my sanctifier, and my 
body to the earth, from whence it came, to be buried in 
such decent, and Christian manner, as to my Executrix 
hereafter named shall be thought meet and convenient— 
and touching such worldly Estate of Lands Goods Chat- 
tels and debts, as the Lord hath pleased far above my 
deserts to bestow upon me—I doe order give bequeath 
and dispose, the same in manner and forme following— 

Item I give and bequeath unto my deare and loving 
wife Mary Mills during her natural life—the land house 
and plantation, that I now live on after the decease of my 
said wife—I give the said land house and plantation, that 
I now live on to my daughter Elizabeth Mills to her and 
her heirs forever. 

Item I give and bequeath unto my two sonns Nich- 
olas Mills and Peter Mills to them and their heirs forever 
all the rest of my land to be divided equally between them 
being contained in two parts or tracts of land one called 
by the name of Muisterdam in containt sixty four acres, 
the other called Pomfret field in content about one hun- 
dred and fifty acres. 

Item my will is that all my goods chattels and debts 
be divided equally between my wife and three children, 
to each a quarter part, my debts being first paid. 

Item my will is that if in case of any of my said chil- 
dren should decease before they arrive unto the age of 
twenty one years, that then his part of land and personal 
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estate, shall be equally divided amongst the survivors of 
my said children, to be and remain to them and their heirs 
forever, and so to fall whilst any of them is living and if 
in case my said children should decease before, any one 
of them should arrive the age of one and twenty years, 
that then my said wife if living shall enjoy all their 
estates both land and goods during her natural life, and 
after her death and the death of all my children, so as 
aforesaid—I give and bequeath the said land and goods 
one half thereof to Peter Howard and the other half to 
William Howard to them and their heirs forever. 

And lastly I make constitute appoint and ordaine my 
well beloved wife Mary Mills sole Executrix of this my 
last will and testament and to her care and tuition I leave 
allso all my children, and I doe hereby nominate and 
appoint my said wife Tutrix to them and every of them 
untill such time as they shall severally attaine their ages 
of one and twenty years, and I doe hereby nominate and 
appoint William Shercliffe, Peter Howard and William 
Howard overseers of this my last will and testament and 
if in case my said wife should decease before my children 
severally attain to the age aforesaid that then I doe here- 
by nominate and appoint after her William Shircliffe 
Executor of this my last will and testament in witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seale the day 
and yeare first above written. 

his 
Peter X Mills (SEAL)” 
mark 

The sketchy record of his life attests his loyalty to 


church, family, friends and his adopted country, a char- 
acteristic of the Mills family. 
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William Shercliffe’s mother, Anne (Goldsborough) 
Shercliffe, died about March 1676 because on March 14 
of that year “came William Sheircliffe of St. Maries 
County and shewed to the Judge here that Anne Sheir- 
cliffe his mother late of the same county deceased intes- 
tate and that he the said William is her only childe left 
alive and therefore prays that the administration of the 
estate be commited to him.”’* 

Despite the contradiction we have already seen that 
Mary Shirtcliffe Mills, William’s sister, survived not only 
her mother but her husband, Peter Mills who died in 
1684. Edward Clarke of St. Mary’s County in his will 
probated in 1676 referred to his wife Anne and to his 
brothers John and William Shercliffe. “Inventory of 
John Sheircliffe of Britton’s Bay in St. Mary’s County 
lately deceased” was filed 26 March 1677. The value of 
the inventory was 6053 pounds of tobacco.*® William 
Shercliffe, administrator of John Shirtcliffe, his brother, 
filed his account and oath 21 August 1678, before the 
judge testamentary.”” The inventory of Anne Sheircliffe 
was filed 26 March 1677,’ and the account of William 
Shercliff administrator of Anne Shercliff was filed 21 
August 1678, value stated as 4845 pounds of tobacco.” 

What became of Nicholas Miles and John, his son? 
The answer is not a part of this story,” except for a brief 
reference to show the probable age of Peter Mills. Clem- 
ents says in his account: 


“ TESTAMENTARY Proceepincs, 8, f. 508, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
“Inventories & Accounts, 4, f. 140, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
“Inventories & Accounts, 5, f. 252, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
* Inventories & Accounts, 4, f. 142, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
“ Inventories & Accounts, 5, f. 249, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
* Note 32, supra, p. 48-49-50-51, q. v. Richard Pius Miles, first Catholic 
Bishop of Nashville, Tenn. was of this line; “Father of the Church in Tennes- 
see; or, The Life, Times and Character of Richard Pius Miles, first Bishop of 
Nashville” (Dominicana, Washington, 1926) by Rev. Victor Francis O’Daniel. 
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“There were many Miles transported to Maryland, 
only one coming in as immigrant, Nicholas Miles, with 
his son Peter. He died intestate in St. Mary’s County 
about 1680 leaving besides Peter at least one John Miles, 
married Mary Beckwith and died testate in St. Mary’s 
County 1697, leaving sons John, James, Nick and Ed- 
ward...” 

Nicholas Miles, Peter’s father, if he died about 1680, 
was probably born about 1600-1610. This is necessarily 
true considering the age of his sons, Peter and John. 
Nicholas Miles did not participate to any great extent in 
the affairs of St. Mary’s County. This is natural consid- 
ering the handicap of his age and a wilderness which he 
could not overcome as quickly as his young sons. The 
facts as to the age of his father and brother show the 
basis for the reasonable inference that Peter Mills was 
born about 1635. The reader is referred to the preface. 

“Until the Revolution of 1688’* resulting from Clay- 
borne’s rebellion Roman Catholics took a prominent part 
in the civil life of the Colony, but thereafter they were 
proscribed and denied the right to hold office until the 
American Revolution a century later. Catholics had to 
follow a course of double-dealing or remain outside the 
pale of public life. Many families chose the former and 
easier road to success, but many others, e.g. the Spalding 
and Mills families, chose to cling tenaciously to their 
faith in the face of ridicule, oblivion and deprivation of 
their rights. This accounts partly for the absence of our 
Mills name in the archives of Maryland for the next cen- 
tury, but the truth is that the Catholic Mills family has 
been notoriously non-political for three centuries. 


; oe Joseph, Charles Carroll of Carroliton, Kenedy, New York, 1932, 
p. i. 
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V 


Nicholas Mills, eldest son of Peter Mills, was probably 
born about 1665-70. None of his children was of age 
when Peter Mills died in 1684. He married Elizabeth 
Heard, a daughter of John and Susanna Heard, probably 
about 1690.°° 

John Mills, who died in 1728 leaving nis widow, Mary 
Manning Mills, daughter of Cornelius Manning, son, 
John Mills, and daughter, Mary Mills,°° was a son of 
Nicholas Mills I. John Mills was the executor of Cor- 
nelius Manning’s estate in 1721,’’ the alternate executor 
of Francis Neavitt’s estate in 1723,°° and a witness to 
John Ocane’s will in 1727. | 

From the age of John Mills one may infer that Nich- 
olas Mills I. was married about 1690 at the age of 20-25 
years. He lived until the last days of 1728 because his 
will was executed 11 November 1728, and was probated 
the same year. He had become a wealthy planter, and 
probably had not attempted to participate in public af- 
fairs. He is not mentioned in the archives published to 
date. A digest of his will follows: 


Item. To grandson, John Mills, tract of land “where- 
on I now live,” but if said John should not reach age of 
21 years, then to granddaughter, Mary Mills; and, if 
both should die before their majority, then to his son, 
Nicholas Mills. 
Item. To “my beloved son Nicholas Mills all that tract 
or parcel of land whereon he now lives known by the 
* Will, Susanna Heard, 1707, Cotton, Calendar of Maryland Wills XII 
199; see note 32, supra, for reference to Heard family. 
Will, John Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1728). 
* Will, Cornelius Manning, St. Mary's County, Md. (1721). 


* Will, Francis Neavitt, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1723). 
"Will, Nicholas Mills, St. Mary’s County, “Md. (1728). 
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names of Striff and Striffs addition” containing 309 
acres. 

Item. To daughters Mary Millard and Susanna Mills 
“that tract of land known by the name of Neals lott” 
equally. 

Item. To Wife, Elizabeth Mills “during her natural 
life the plantation whereon I now live” except a part 
thereof granted to his daughter-in-law Mary Mills, 
(widow of John Mills). 

Item. To “the Clargy at Newtown six hundred pounds 
of tobacco.” ; 

Item. To “daughter Susanna one negro boy called 
James and one negro girl called Jane” and other per- 
sonalty, as well as “one fourth part of stock both cattle 
and hogs and one chest.” 

Item. “Negro Will and negro Jane and negro Tres- 
sie’ and their increase equally divided between chii- 
dren, “Nicholas, Mary Millard and Susanna Mills” after 
his wife’s decease. 

Item. Remainder of estate granted “to my well be- 
loved wife Elizabeth Mills.” 

Executors: Nicholas Mills and Elizabeth Mi{ills, 
widow. 

Witnesses: Cornelius Manning, Matthew Daft and 
James Thompson. 


Peter Mills If was born about 1670-75 and he died in 
1744. His will, dated 4 April 1741, was probated 6 June 
1744. He left a large estate in chattels, slaves and lands. 
His will refers only to his widow, Margaret Mills, and his 
sons, Peter Mills IJ and William Mills, also his grand- 
sons, William and Joshua. William Mills, of Peter Mills 
II, died in 1750, unmarried or without children, leaving 


“Will, Peter Mills, St. Mary’s County, Ma. (1744). 
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a will,” referring to “nephew, William Whealer, Cozen 
Honerator Whealer, brother Ignatius Whealer and nep- 
hew William Mills.’’ Peter Mills III died in 1762, leaving 
his widow, Monica Mills, and sons, Joshua and Wil- 
liam.” 


VI 
Nicholas Mills II was probably born 1690-1695. He 
died in 1768 leaving a will executed in 1760.°° His will is 
inexplicable in one respect which will appear from the 
language quoted. He was undoubtedly married twice 
since he refers to “my five first children.” Whom did he 
marry? His will is summarized: 


Item: To “beloved son Justinian Mills all that tract 
or parcell of land whereon he now lives, being known 
by the name of Strif and Striffs addition containing 
309 acres”... and “the plantation whereon Elenor 
Moor now lives.” 

Item. To “my beloved son Nicholas Mills, all this tract 
of land whereon I now live.” 

Item. To “Jean Mills, my well beloved daughter, a 
third part of my estate, that is to say negroes, stock and 
house goods.” 

Item. “I will and desire that the rest of my estate be 
equally divided betwixt my five first children—Jack to 
be brought back into the Estate—and no more of what 
any of you now possess.” 


Who were the five children whom Nicholas Mills II 
did not deign to name, and why did he thus refer to them? 
We know only two of them. ‘ 

James Mills, who died in 1764, will dated 27 December 
"© Will, William Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1750). 


“Will, Peter Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1762). - 
“Will, Nicholas Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1768). 
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1763, probated 1 March 1764," was a prominent politician 
in St. Mary’s County, having been a member of the 
House of Assembly, Sheriff and a holder of other promi- 
nent offices. He was a very wealthy man, and is referred 
to as Colonel Mills in the archives. A picture of his Colon- 
ial mansion “Mills Point” is preserved.” He was a Pro- 
testant and not of our line, being a son of David Mills, 
who died in Talbot County, 1740, testate. David Mills 
also had a son named Peter and a daughter named Eliz- 
abeth and other children, and these names indicate the 
possibility that he married into our line. The will of 
James Mills was witnessed by John Mills, Sr. and John 
Mills, youngest, and this fact brings us back to our story 
of Nicholas Mills’ will in 1768. John Mills, Sr., was un- 
doubtedly the son of John Mills who had died in 1728, 
and was, therefore, the grandson of Nicholas Mills I, and 
the nephew of Nicholas Mills 11; John Mills, youngest, 
was the son of Nicholas ||—the “Jack” referred to in the 
inexplicable passage. Who were the other four children? 

James Mills Il was also a prominent politician in St. 
Mary’s County. He resigned as Sheriff of St. Mary’s 
County in 1778. He died in 1791 leaving a large estate. 
In his will” he refers to his wife, Susanna Mills, and to 
“nephew William Mills (son of John).” He had no chil- 
dren, at least no reference was made to them. Susanna 
Mills was either a daughter of Nicholas Mills I], and a 
sister of John (“Jack”) Mills, or James Mills II was a 
brother of John Mills, and son of Nicholas Mills II. The 
former was more likely. This is a theory and does not 
exclude other possibilities. 


“Will, James Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1764). 

“Forman, Henry Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of Mary- 
land, Waverly Press, Inc., 1934, p. 43. 4 

* Archives of Maryland, XV1, 468. 

“Will, James Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1791). 
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The Mills’ family has never had a special flair for polli- 
tics or war, yet in every major conflict of the American 
armies one finds some members of the family wearing the 
uniform of their country. The Revolutionary War was 
no exception, except there was probably no uniform. The 
similarity of names and other facts point to the following 
persons who assisted in the establishment of the Indepen- 
dence of our Country as being of our line: 

James Mills, Cornelius Mills, Elizabeth Millis (paid for 
making shirts), Martin (or Walter) Mills, William Mills, 
John Mills (1st), John Mills (2nd) and John Mills (3rd) 
and others. There were so many John Mills that one can- 
not identify them. Cornelius Mills, of Ann Arundel 
County, was a pensioner in 1812 according to Kilty’s 
Laws of Maryland. One who has a special interest in this 
phase of the subject may consult the archives of Mary- 
land. 


William Mills (supposedly of Peter Mills IIT) died in 
1783, leaving a will®® in which he referred to his sens, 
Thomas, Charles, Joseph, William and daughter Eliza- 
beth. Charles died testate in 1792; Joseph” and a third 
brother William” died the same year. Charles and Wil- 
liam were unmarried, but Joseph left a son, William, and 
his young widow, Lydia. What malady struck these three 
brothers down in the same year? 

Let us return to the pre-war era of George III. 

Nicholas Mills III was also married twice. His first 
wife was Anastasia . The following names and dates 


“Will, William Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1783). 
© Will, Charles Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1792). 
* Will, Joseph Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1792). 
“Will, William Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1792). 
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are from the record book of St. Andrew’s Church, Leon- 
ardtown, Maryland: 1909782 
Ignatius, son of Nicholas Mills and Anastasia, his wife 
born 16 November 1758 
Bernard, son of Nicholas Mills and Anastasia, his wife 
born 27 September 1760 
Ethelbert, son of Nicholas Mills and Anastasia, his wife 
born 12 November 1764 
Stephen, son of Nicholas Mills and Anastasia, his wife 
born 2 January 1767 
Nicholas, son of Nicholas Mills and Anastasia, his wife 
born 9 March 1769 
His second wife was Winifred who survived him. 
Nicholas Mills II] made his will 2 April 1785, probably cn 
his death bed because the will was probated 13 April 
1785.” He also mentioned his daughter, Susanna Mills, 
but did not mention his son, Stephen. 
St. Andrew’s record book gives almost full particulars 
of the family of Justinian Mills.” 
Justinian Mills, son of Nicholas Mills, born 2 April 
1728. 
Mary, wife of Justinian Mills, born 1 September 1736. 
Justinian Mills and Mary Dant, were married 26 Octo- 
ber 1751. 
John, son of Justinian Mills and Mary, his wife, born 
5 February 1753. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Justinian Mills and Mary, his 
wife, born 9 May 1755. 
Winifred, daughter of Justinian Mills and Mary, his 
wife, born 30 October 1757. 
Margaret, daughter of Justinian Mills and Mary, his 
wife, born 30 January 1760. 


"Will, Nicholas Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1785). 
* Record Book, St. Andrew’s Rectory, Leonardtown, Md. 
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Joseph, son of Justinian Mills and Mary, his wife, born 
26 February 1762. 

Justinian and Mary, son and daughter of above, born 
7 October 1764 

Ann, daughter of Justinian Mills and Mary, his wife, 
born 5 December 1767. 

Charles, son of Justinian Mills and Mary, his wife, born 
24 August 1770. 

Justinian Mills, of Nicholas IJ, made a will’* 25 January 
1795, probated 3 April 1795, which is important histori- 
cally in this narrative on account of the fact that it con- 
nects the Maryland and Kentucky families, and also con- 
nects apparently for the first time by marriage the Abell 
and Mills families, the members of which have inter- 
married so many times since the American Revolution. 

A summary of the will of Justinian Mills: 


Nb 


Item. “I give and bequeath unto my son, Joseph 
Frances Charles Mills all the land that I am entitled to 
in the State of Kentucky by a bond from Joshua Abell 
duly recorded in the land records of St. Mary’s County 
containing one hundred acres of land, and in case he 
dies without issue then to my daughter Margaret 
Mills.” “Strips (Striffs) Addition’ was also be- 
queathed to Joseph Frances Charles Mills (a part of 
the land acquired from Nicholas Mills IT.) 

Item. “I give and bequeath unto my two daughters 
Elizabeth Elder and Margaret Abell one shilling each, 
having given them their full parts of my estate...” 

Item. “I give and bequeath unto my daughter Ann 
Abell, one cotton rugg with two first letters of her 
name on it” and also “cotton ruge”’ to Winifred Heard. 
The widow, Mary Dant Mills, also received a large 


“Will, Justinian Mills, St. Mary’s County, Md. (1795). 


| ea inte y moe 
) “oi 


a ~ Ss 


otiw afl wish bas atti cic tal ~~ fb met 
ase ae ro 


aod sthwettl cent reg alti asicitetl, tot x ne 


a eg of 


yieunst é& Mite s B fier | Ueslorail te, altit ; 
-inoteinl tasrogent ei cloitlyr BOC: tiga & bois doxg GR 
-fioo $F tort: sont oalt Io HETODIS NO IVER 2 {9 rt Yliso 
-f09 o#ks bers aailintteh yutne7l bets bushyreM ¢ t Ay 2d: ] 
Hod'A sity sae wd serd} teal sc} aot idee cog aon 
-toimt Sved fois to erodrrsrt otld asilicant @ | 
frorlow oA quiron A ods o> ert sorntis eset: . 


: aM tefattenl to Tew ont Torus 


gta 


dqoeol uroz yet ones el bits vig, I” 
ot bofitne tas I see) beret oda Ts, 2M estyed ¢ 
HocdA surleol cork baod & yd vaowings zh to ae’ 
vis) 2 En sii te to e2b10991 baal oft nt hae 
of oeso ot bas .bnel to 2arda bothanyd smo inti oe 
atbenie rotigosh vir ot srodd onest iuortiw 2 fl 
-od oals asw “tormtbbA (ein) agiaa” “4 iM ae 
io disq #) ell. eofindD espe, dqszol of tt ene ve split 
(1 effi aslorls a coke bom iLhpo , bash 2 ms 
aroiitgush owl coca 3, , : eet” 
oso onillide ono Hlod A : ey : 
‘ , Coiiee aa a 
| aris en ur book ut 


NHoe 
-_ 


AND THEIR DESCENDANTS 37 


estate. Justinian Mills also mentioned his sons, Joseph, 
Nicholas, Peter and daughter Mary Mills. 


VItl 


Ann Mills Abell was the wife of Joshua Abell of Sam- 
uel Abell IV; Margaret Mills Abell was the wife of Rob- 
ert Abell, of Samuel Abell III, the most celebrated Cath- 
olic layman in the early hegira to the wilderness of Ken- 
tucky. None of the Catholic historians of Kentucky has 
identified the forbears of Margaret Mills Abell. She was 
the mother of Reverend Robert A. Abell, and this fact 
has placed her name among the luminaries of early Cath- 
olic history in Kentucky. Father Abeli was a moral, phy- 
sical and intellectual leader of men.’ Webb devotes 
rightly a large part of his book to a panegyric of his life. 

Robert Abell led a band of Catholic pioneers across the 
mountains and down the Ohio river and over-land to Nel- 
son County territory before 1788, because in September 
of that year he was recommended for magistrate in Nel- 
son County, “and appeared as attorney for estate of 
Phillip Miles, at Bardstown in 1789.’° Joshua Abell, 
Bernard Mills, and Ignatius Mills, sons of Nicholas HI, 
and many others were undoubtedly in this group. They 
settled eventually on the Rolling Fork river in what was 
then Nelson County, Virginia, later Washington County, 
Kentucky (1792) and what is now Calvary neighborhood 
of Marion County (1834). None of these men was liv- 
ing in Maryland in 1790."* Catholic historians do not 
place Ignatius Mills in Kentucky territory before 1790, 
but since he was married and already the head of a family, 


Webb, Ben. The Centenary of Catholicity in Kentucky, Louisville, 1884. 
"Note 32, supra, p. 80. 

"Note 75, supra, p. 110-111. 

* Maryland Census, 1790. 
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as will be shown later, and since his name does not appear 
in the first Maryland census the point is not debatable; 
moreover, his father had died in 1785 and devised to 
Ignatius a substantial estate and his mother had died 
many years before, therefore, there was no reason for 
him not to be in the vanguard with Robert Abell who 
had married his cousin, Margaret Mills. 

Who was Elizabeth Mills Elder’s husband? Did they 
also go to Kentucky? Only the following heads of fami- 
lies of our name in St. Mary’s County appear in the Mary- 
land census of 1790: 

James A., James, John, Charles N., Joshua, Justinian, 
Joseph and Winifred, (widow of Nicholas III). 

This is not intended as an exhaustive history oi all 
members of family Mills, but it will show a clear line 
from their origin in Maryland to the migration to Ken- 
tucky. Any person can with study tell which branch of 
the family tree spreads its influence over his life. The 
pioneer Catholic churches of Kentucky will yield up much 
valuable data to the student of research. Likewise the 
old court records of Nelson and Washington counties 
should be fruitful sources of valuable information. Holy 
Cross parish, the first Catholic church in Kentucky terri- 
tory was founded in 1785, and the sesqui-centennial cele- 
bration of this event was appropriately proclaimed in Aug- 
ust, 1935. Holy Mary’s parish at Calvary was founded in 
1798, the date being on the corner stone of the present 
church which was built in 1891. The home of Robert and © 
Margaret Mills Abell was the church station at Holy 
Mary’s before the building of the first church in 1802. 

Robert Abell was a delegate to Kentucky’s first Con- 


stitutional Convention in 1799. The following comment 
is from Webb: 
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“In 1799, Robert Abell was elected, together with Felix 
Grundy, as a representative from Washington county to 
the constitutional convention that framed the organic 
law of the State until it was modified and changed by the 
convention of 1849. He had previously represented Nel- 
son county in the State legislature of 1792, the first meet- 
ing of that body after the admission of Kentucky into the 
union of States, and the county of Washington in 1795. 
Dr. Spalding relates in his very interesting ‘Sketches of 
Kentucky,’ the following anecdote in connection with the 
constitutional convention of 1799, of which Felix Grundy 
and Robert Abell were members: 


“Robert Abell was the only Catholic in that body. It 
had been agreed that each member of the convention 
should be at liberty to present such clauses as he thought 
worthy of insertion in the organic law they had met to 
perfect, and that, after debate on the clauses proffered, 
those should be accepted which would be found carried 
by the votes of a majority of the delegates. Robert Abell’s 
roommates were the late distinguished lawyer and states- 
man, Felix Grundy, and a lesser legal light who had aban- 
doned the Presbyterian pulpit for the forum of the courts 
of civil law. The last named party one day called the at- 
tention of his companions to a provision it was his desire 
to have embodied in the constitution. This provision ran 
about as follows: ‘It is further provided that no Papist, 
or Roman Catholic, shall hold office of profit or trust in 
the Commonwealth.’ Seizing his pen, Felix Grundy im- 
mediately indited the following: ‘It is also provided that 
no broken-down Presbyterian preacher shall be eligible 
to any office in this Commonwealth.’ Having read the 
clause, he assured the quondam minister that he would 
lay it before the convention and advocate its adoption the 
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moment the provision he had shown them should be pre- 
sented to that body. This incident was related to a son 
of Robert Abell by Felix Grundy himself.” 

Margaret Mills Abell’s character has also been deline- 
ated by Webb: 

“The extracts that follow, all referring to Robert Abell, 
and his family, are taken from an interesting, gossipy 
letter, written by a lady friend who has had exceptional 
opportunities of learning matters of interest in connec- 
tion with the old Catholic families of Marion county: 

“Robert Abell’s wife, Margaret, had many excellent 
traits of character. She was energetic in purpose as well 
as in action, and she permitted no one to interfere with 
her plans, whatever was their character. To the core of 
her heart she was a Catholic, but it is not to be denied 
that she was at times lacking in Christian forbearance. 
Especially was that the case in reference to her own chil- 
dren. For them her will was law, and she brooked no 
disputation of that fact. Her firmness, it is said, gave to 
the Church of Kentucky one of its brightest ornaments, 
in the person of the late Rev. Robert A. Abell; but it also 
lost to the Church two of her other children. Robert and 
Margaret Mills Abell were the parents of ten children, 
seven sons and three daughters. These were named: 
Samuel, Jesse, James, Robert, Ignatius, Benjamin, John, 
Mary, Ellen and Janet. Robert Abell went on a visit to 
Maryland in 1802, where he was taken sick and died. 
Upon his wife the news of his unexpected death produced 
a singular effect. She never lifted up her head after- 
wards. Her grief was sincere, and it was thus she indi- 
cated it: She took off her shoes and stockings, and she 
never resumed them again. She donned a coarse cotton 
gown, and she lived thenceforth the life of a penitent...” 
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The date of the marriage and names and births of chil- 
dren of Ignatius Mills are from an old family bible.” His 
wife was Mary Manning (married, 4 November 1781). 
His children: 


James Mills Born 13 September 1782 
Allavisa Mills . 11 March 1785 
Stephen Mills 4 7 June 1787 
John H. Mills - 30 September 1789 
Cornelius Mills “4 18 September 1791 
Nancy Mills Z 1 March 1793 
Mary Mills o 20 July 1797 
Martha Mills 7 15 September 1798 
Martin Mills "2 14 September 1801 
Leo Mills . 22 June 1804 
Thomas Mills if 30 March 1808 


The Mills pioneers to Kentucky settled in Holy Mary’s 
parish. Ignatius Mills carried on the traditional occupa- 
tion of farming. His life span was almost three score 
and ten, 1758-1827. He left a large estate in lands and 
slaves which he disposed of by will in 1827.°° His daugh- 
ter Martha married Joseph Abner Abell, Jr., in 1819." 
another daughter, Allavisa, married a Fenwick.** The 
records of Marion County from 1834 were destroyed by 
the burning of the court house in the Civil War. This 
was an irreparable loss because all of the civil records of 
the pioneer families of Marion County were destroyed. 

Thomas Mills, youngest son of Ignatius, was the auth- 
ors grandfather. The following statements are based 


” Copied from original register by Joseph P. Mills (1824) and from his 
list by James I. Mills (1867) ; copy in possession of (James) Perry Mills 
(1839- 1909) and his daughter Della Mills Mattingly (1869-1935). 

Will, Ignatius Mills, Washington County, Ky. (1827). 

* Note 32, supra, p. 86-87. 

” Note 80, supra. 
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upon information given by ‘Colonel’? Leo Kendrick Mills, 
the author’s father, to his eldest son, Thomas Mills: 

Martin Mills died in 1830, probably unmarried, because 
he was single when his father died in 1827; Cornelius 
Mills married and lived in Marion County—he had at 
least three children, two bachelor sons, Charles and Billy, 
and a daughter, Aviella, or some similar name; Stephen 
Mills left Marion County, address unknown. Leo Mills, 
sixth son of Ignatius, moved to Memphis, Tennessee, 
as a young man; Nancy Mills moved to Nodaway County, 
Missouri, where she died in 1893 at the age of 99 years, 
11 months, and 24 days; James Mills, eldest son of Igna- 
tius, settled in Meade County, Kentucky, as will be shown 
later. He was probably the father of James I. Mills (note 
79 supra). 

Joshua Abell and Ann Mills Abell had a large family, 
Clements listing the members: 


“Joshua Abell, of Samuel IV, died testate in Wash- 
ington County, Kentucky, 1814, will made 1811. He 
devised the plantation on which he lived to his son Ber- 
nard, to his son Aloysius he gave his home plantation 
on the south side of Rolling Fork, to his son Callistus 
land, personalty to daughters Matilda, Mary and Sa- 
lina, rest to his children Joseph, William, Matilda, 
Cornelius, Mary and Julia.” 


The foremost living member of the Abell family is Dr. 
Irvine Abell, Louisville surgeon (of Irvine, of Cornelius, 
of Joshua). For an account of his education and career 
consult Who’s Who in America. 

Webb lists Bernard Mills and Ignatius Mills as “emi- 
grants living on the Rolling Fork at some time previous 
to the year 1800.” Joseph Mills was in the Pottingers 


* Note 75, supra, p. 111. 
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Creek settlement, and John Mills was a member of the 
Hardin’s Creek colony.” Lewis and Joseph Mills were 
pioneer Catholics in Union County.** James Mills was 
the head of a family in Meade County in 1824.°7 He was 
the eldest son of Ignatius Mills, as already shown. 

There was a Peter Mills of Zanesville, Ohio, plaintiff in 
error in the Supreme Court of the United States on 
appeal from the Circuit Court of Ohio, in a suit on a 
promissory note dated 20 July 1819, in sum of $3600 
brought by the Bank of the United States. Judgment 
against Mills for $4641 was sustained.** Whether this 
Peter Mills was of our line is not for us to say. 

Thomas Mills, youngest child of Ignatius Mills, was 
born in Calvary neighborhood in Holy Mary’s parish. He 
married “Nancy” (Anna) Thurman, daughter of Levis- 
ton Thurman” and Harriett Hamilton Thurman who was 
born in 1809. This fact is shown by the baptismal re- 
cord:*° 


“18 Mai 1809 Baptizata ist Anna fil legit. Leviston 
Thurman and Anne* Hamilton M. Aug. 3, 1802 Wash- 
ington County dr of Leonard & Ann Hamilton. 

Suscepit William Mudd & 
Maria Hamilton.” 
*This should be Harriett instead of Anne. 


* Note 75, supra, p. 28. 

* Note 75, supra, p. 56. 

* Note 75, supra, p. 366. 

*" Note 75, supra, p. 420. 

1] Wheat. 431) 6 L. ed. 512. 

The Thurman family is of Virginia origin (County Clerk’s office, Green 
County, Kentucky); deed from John R. Thurman to William Barnett, 29 
November 1799; also deed from William Gibson, Buckingham County, Va. to 
John Thurman, Cumberland County, Ky. 27 June 1794. Collins, History of 
Kentucky, Morton, Louisville, 1924, I p. 7, lists John Thurman as a soldier 
in the American Revolution; cf. ibid, 367, II, 457, 749; John Thurman, 
Chesterfield County, Va., had eleven white dependents and nine slaves in 1790 
(Virginia Census, 1790). 

© Acknowledgment is made to Samuel J. Boldrick, of the Louisville Bar, 
for this fact. 
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Harriett Hamilton, the daughter of Leonard and Anna 
Hamilton, was a sister of Henrietta Hamilton who mar- 
ried Richard Spalding and they were the parents of Mar- 
tin John Spalding who became Archbishop of Baltimore 
in 1864, and Benedict J. Spalding named the same year 
administrator of the Diocese of Louisville.** Leonard 
Hamilton led the second influx of pioneers to the Rolling 
Fork in 1791.°° He was probably a descendant of ‘Mr. 
William Hamilton” who was Sheriff of Talbott County 
in 1663 and died testate in 1677. 

In St. Matthew’s Cemetery, now abandoned, on Mul- 
droughs Hill, four miles west of Finley, in Marion Coun- 
ty, Kentucky, off the Dug Hill Road, about one and one 
quarter miles, monuments have been erected which give 
the following information: 


“Joseph Mills, born June 6, 1802, died July 2, 1888, 
“Susan, wife of Joseph Mills, Born June 1, 1803, died 
December 11, 1881.” 


We do not know the names of the parents of Joseph 
Mills. 

Thomas Mills and Anna Thurman were married about 
1834-35. He followed the occupation of farming. They 
had six children: George Mills, Martin Leviston, born 15 
August 1837, (James) Perry Mills, born 13 September 
1839, Ann Mills born about 1841, Leo Kendrick Mills, 
born 7 May 1844, and Etta Mills born about 1847. 

Cornelius Mills lived at the old homestead, later the 
site of the home of Leo Kendrick Mills. Thomas Mills 
lived half a mile farther toward Calvary, at the foot of 
the “Mills Hill,” the place where his son (James) Perry 
Mills was to make his home until his death in 1909. At 

" Note 75, supra, p. 109 and 474. 

” Note 75, supra, p. 474. 
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the foot of the hill is a sheet of solid rock which was the 
road-bed because the waters from the creek passing in 
front of the house have washed away the soil. It is a 
tradition that at this scene some of the outriders from 
Morgan’s men in the Civil War stopped and demanded 
that Thomas Mills give up his horses. He had driven 
them into the woods to hide them, but to no avail. Mor- 
gan’s men rode away on them and left plugs, weather- 
beaten and war worn in their stead. Thomas Mills also 
suffered substantial financial losses in the Civil War re- 
sulting from the emancipation of slaves. 

Thomas Mills died 12 September 1865, intestate, and 
his wife, Nancy, 8 November 1867. 

George Mills went west. His family did not hear from 
him for years. When he had not written for several 
years, a letter came suddenly saying he had made a for- 
tune in Kansas and that he would be home soon. A few 
months later he wrote that he had lost all of his money. 
The family offered aid. A short reply was received say- 
ing he could get along without aid from them. This was 
about 1875-1885, so the story goes. Not a word was ever 
heard from him again, and further effort to locate him for 
years thereafter went unrewarded. Tradition has it that 
he probably died in Kansas unmarried. 

Martin Leviston Mills married 1 March 1859 to Susan 
Beatrice Wathen, born 6 December 1842, daughter of 
Joseph and Ann Wimsatt Wathen. Their daughter, Mrs. 
Lucy Mills Boyd, of Seattle, Washington, is the author- 
ity for the following information: 

They went to Osage Mission, Kansas, now St. Paul, 
Kansas, in January 1878. They were the parents of the- 
following children: 


Susan Ann Mills, born 25 April 1860—21 May 1912. 
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Mary Joseph Mills, born 18 August 1861—19 May 
1922. 

William Thomas Mills, born 16 February 1865—5 Jan- 
uary 1880. 

Elizabeth Florence Mills, born 19 September 1866—31 
August 1869. 

Henrietta Mills, born 6 December 1868—2 August 
1869. 

Lucy Mills, born 30 September 1871, (Mrs. William 
Grove Boyd). 

Florence Catherine Mills, born 8 May 1874, (Mrs. Ed. 
ward P. Gallup). 

Emma Mills, born 10 October 1876 (Mrs. George H. 
Clements). 

Martin John Mills, born 9 July 1879. 

William Irvine Mills, born 6 January 1882. 

Mary Myrtle Mills, born 14 January 1884—8 April 
1884. 


Martin Leviston Mills died 23 February 1896, and his 
wife died 26 July 1919. Both are buried in the old Catho- 
lic cemetery at St. Paul, Kansas. 

Ann Mills married John Flanagan—they had three 
children, Nettie, Robert, Mayme, married Alva Graves. 
(James) Perry Mills was a soldier in the Union Army in 
the Civil War.®** After the war was over he married Jose- 
phine Thomas and carried on farming at the home place. 
They had three children: Della, Myrtle, J. Alphonzus— 
married Mary Higgins of Owensboro. 

Etta Mills married Patrick Fenwick. Their home was 
in Union County, Kentucky. Their children: 


Thurman, Bessie, Mary (Sister Paschal) of the Sisters 


a The War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
armies. 
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of Charity, Lucy (Sister Mary Etta) of the Ursuline 
Sisters. 

Leo Kendrick Mills has often related how as a boy he 
walked to church at Calvary, about two miles from home, 
carrying his Sunday shoes, and stopping a few hundred 
yards short of the door to put them on, thus approaching 
the sanctuary clad in his best go-to-meeting shoes. After 
the services were concluded he would remove the shoes 
when out of sight of the church. This was not limited to 
his family, but was common practice among the leading 
families of the community. Leather had to be tanned, 
hand stitched in the embers of the evening and such lux- 
uries were not lightly to be abused. His education was 
limited to three or four years in a country one room 
school, but he was a man of remarkable mental, physical 
and moral stamina, as will be evidenced by this briet 
resume of his life. 

He wished to join the army with his brother (James) 
Perry, but on account of his brother, George also being 
away, he would not leave home against his father’s wish. 
His whole life was characterized by a remarkable sense 
of duty to others. As a boy he witnessed the Battles of 
Lebanon and other stirring war changes. He frequently 
visited the family of James Abell,** (of Enoch, of Joseph 
Abner, of Samuel Abell, youngest) on Caney creek. In 
1859 he was a visitor to the Abell home as a boy of fifteen 
and rocked a new baby to sleep in the old family cradle. 
That baby, Virginia Abell, sixteen years later was to 
become his bride at Holy Mary’s church at Calvary. She 
was born fifteen years after her husband, preceded him 
to the grave by eleven years, after bearing thirteen chil- 
dren. Her mother was Mathilda Caldwell,’ the second 


* Appendix I. 
* Mathilda Caldwell (1833-1897) was the daughter of Teraht Caldwell 
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wife of James Abell, a man of great charm and dignity. 
Virginia Abell was educated at Calvary Academy, an 
excellent school of the Loretto Order of Nuns which was 
abandoned in the early eighties. She was a woman of 
gentle spirit, patient, self-sacrificing, silent, strong, un- 
mindful of the world. Born in 1859, she was married in 
1875; from then to her death in 1909 she gave her life to 
her husband and family. My mother died when I was 
seven. My memory of her is as pale as candle light—like 
it, beautiful, peaceful, gentle, flickering, brief and shad- 
owy. With dark hair, blue eyes, fair complexion, and 
generous features, she was beautiful, but her beauty re- 
flected character, patient and strong, rather than the 
charm of a free spirit. Her mind, soul and body were 
shaped by forces surging up from the Christian virtues 
of duty, obedience to the Divine Will, forbearance, self- 
abnegation and unselfishness—a Catholic mother. 
Tradition has it that about 1876 Leo Kendrick Mills 
was in the town of Lebanon and on being accosted by a 
man who had owed him fifteen dollars for a long period 
of time, he was greatly surprised to have the man tender 
the cash. He accepted the money and on a “hunch” 
walked into “Nick” Wathen’s quart house and purchased 
two tickets in the Louisiana lottery, then rampant, one 
for ten dollars another tor five. A few weeks later a man 
rode up where he was working in the fields and casually 
suggested “swapping of horses”. After some dickering 


(1793-1868) and Harriet Smith Caldwell (1800-1852). Other children were: 
Sarah, Mary Smith, Lucy Cissell, Nancy Bidwell, Elizabeth, James Smith 
(1829-1885), William and Robert Caldwell—James Smith Caldwell married 
Emily Jane Abell (1837-1881) and they were the parents of James E. Cald- 
well (1871-1936) late member of the Marion County Fiscal Court from whom 
this data was received. 

Consult Swem, Virgimia Historical Index, I, 290, (1934) and the archives 
of Maryland for the origin of the Caldwell family; see also Caldwell, et al, 
v. Carrington’s Heirs, 9 Peters 86, 9 L. ed. 60, and Caldwell v. Taggart, et 
ux, et al, 4 Peters 190, 7 L. ed. 828. 
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he said he would need fifteen dollars “to boot” and in- 
quired about lottery tickets. Mills had won $5015.00 on 
the lottery. The villain in this melodramatic episode did 
not succeed. The money was used by Leo Kendrick Mills 
to purchase the home place, from the estate of his uncle, 
Cornelius Mills. A new house was erected subsequently 
and the farm became his home until his death in 1920. 
The property had been in the Mills family about one hun- 
dred and twenty-five years from Ignatius to Cornelius to 
Leo Kendrick. The municipal airport of the town of 
Lebanon now occupies a part of the land. | 

Leo Kendrick Mills was always designated “Colonel” 
Mills although he often disclaimed any right to the title 
either by military claim or otherwise. He was district 
school trustee, county road supervisor and always took a 
lively interest in politics and other current events, but 
like his forbears he never sought public office. All of his 
life “Colonel” Mills was a staunch member of Holy 
Mary’s church. On the stained glass windows are the 
names of his parents, Thomas and “Nancy” Mulls, a 
memorial placed there by him. On the front window of 
the church appears the names of the building committee 
which erected the present edifice in 1891, “L. K. Mills, 
Chairman”. 

The World War found him with a large family of boys 
all of whom might be consumed in the army of wounded, 
dead or sick. Although then past seventy he met the 
strain as he had all other tragedies of a long life—with 
faith, hope and charity. Three of his sons wore the khaki 
for their country. The futility of the war was patent to 
him at the outset, and a private prophecy made by him in 
1919 that the World War debts could never be paid seems 
destined to be fulfilled. 
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Until about 1900 his occupation was primarily stock 
trading, shipment of mules and horses to Atlanta, with 
farming as incidental; after 1900 he was more and more 
a retired farmer which occupation he enjoyed in his old 
age. A man of ordinarily placid temperament he pos- 
sessed a violent temper, angry and explosive disposition 
when aroused. He inherited a deep sense of loyalty to his 
church, family, friends and neighbors, a characteristic 
which has always been a common denominator of the 
Mills family. His word was his bond, his note unsecured 
was collateral for any loan to him. His life was the last 
link between pioneer America and modern America in 
the Mills family. He did not belong to the twentieth 
century with its uprisings, unprecedented economic and 
social problems and their implications. These signs and 
portents would have been strange to him whose father 
was born at the beginning of the nineteenth century with 
frontier, wilderness, expansion and economic exploita- 
tions ahead. He died testate in 1920 and his will was pro- 
bated in the Marion County court. In death he was laid 
beside his companion in life in Holy Mary’s Cemetery at 
Calvary. History will not regard them, but their children 
carry through them traits of countless pioneers whose 
lives and examples America will ever cherish. 


Xx 


The children of Leo Kendrick and Virginia Abell Mills 
were: 

(1) Thomas William Mills, born 22 February 1876, 
was educated in the local schools of Marion County, and 
at St. Mary’s College (Kentucky). He was a man of 
charm, handsome, and developed an unusual business 
acumen. He established a retail drug store in Owens- 
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boro about 1905. He married Sarah Seat, of Trenton, 
Tennessee, and one son, Thomas W. Mills, Jr., was born 
of this marriage. He died in St. Louis in 1923, survived 
by his widow and son, who married Ellen Gleason of St. 
Louis. They have one son, Thomas W. Mills, III. 


(2) Thurman Mills, said to be a boy of unusual prom- 
ise, died in childhood. 


(3) Bridget Mills died within a week of her brother, 
Thurman Mills. 


(4) Joseph Walter Mills, physician, officer in the 
World War, married Anna Grey. They reside in Owens- 
ville, Missouri. 


(5) Lucy Mills married Paul B. Mattingly of St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

(6) Frank A. Mills married Leah Thornton, of Owens- 
boro, Kentucky. Children: Virginia Belle, Robert (de- 


ceased), Frank A., Jr. (deceased), Mary Frances, Eugene 
Frederick. 


(7) Mary Mills married James R. Dowdall of St. 
Louis, Missouri. One child, Mary Ann, died in infancy. 

(8) Leo Kendrick Mills, Jr., soldier in the World War, 
married Helen Lingang, of Owensboro, Kentucky. Chil- 
dren: Louis Randall, Martha Kay, Ann, Joe, Jack, Molly, 
Billy. 

(9) Virginia Catherine Mills married James A. Mudd,” 


* The founder of the Mudd family in Maryland was Thomas Mudd, Eng- 
lish gentleman, born 1647, whose social position in the Colony was second to 
none. In the “Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, 1681—5/6, Archives 
XVII, pages 55, 183, he is referred to as “Mr. Thomas Mudd, Gentleman.” 
He died testate in Charles County, 1696, survived by widow Ann (probably 
a daughter of Major William Boarman), and children, Thomas, Henry, 
George, John, Barbara, Sarah, Jane, Ann, and Julian Clarke, “Brother 
William Boarman” was an overseer. Cotton, Maryland Calendar of Wills, 
I, 120-1. Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd, of Charles County, Maryland, whose 
name became anathema on account of unwittingly-treating John Wilkes Booth, 
assassin of Abraham Lincoln, was probably of this line. History has relieved 
his name and reputation of this foul stigma. See article, “Mudd’s Monu- 
ment,” magazine “Time”, Vol. XXV, No. 5, February 4, 1935. 
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of James L., Washington County. Children: James A., 
Virginia, Mary Evelyn, Helen, Bert, Walter, Francis. 

(10) Marion Mills, soldier in the World War, married 
Myrtle Reitzel of Louisville. 

(11) Thurman Mills. 

(12) James Abell Mills. 

(13) Paul Mills, married Velma Stroup, of Maple- 
wood, Missouri. Children: Joe Ann, Carla Lee. 

Myrtle Mills, daughter of (James) Perry Mills, mar- 
ried Albert Abell, (1867-1927), of James, brother of Vir- 
ginia Abell Mills. James Perry, Vincent, Mathilda, Leo, 
Albert, Alphonzus, Rebecca and Bernard Abell were born 
of this marriage; the first two of them were in the World 
War. Mathilda Abell entered the convent of the Loret- 
tine Order in 1918. 

Della Mills, (1869-1935), of (James) Perry, married 
George Mattingly, (1853-1930). The Lebanon Enter- 
prise said in part of Della Mattingly: 


“Mrs. Della M. Mattingly, wife of the late George 
Mattingly, former member of the Marion Fiscal Court 
and for many years a director of the Marion National 
Bank, succumbed last Friday afternoon at her home on 
the St. Mary Pike about two and a half miles from 
town. 

Mrs. Mattingly was a native of this county, having 
been born on March 23, sixty-six years ago, a daughter 
of Perry and Josephine Thomas Mills, both deceased. 
She was reared in the Calvary community where she 
attended school, graduating from Calvary Academy. 
Mrs. Mattingly was a regular attendant of St. Charles 
Church, her life continuing to exemplify the teachings 
of her faith. Perhaps none of her characteristics was 
more marked than the devotion which she bore for her 
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family. Any sacrifice which she made for their benefit 
was her pleasure and no hours for her were happier 
than when her children were by her side. All of her 
many friends were her admirers and even those who 
knew her but casually were her friends. She is sur- 
vived by the following children: Josephine, Leonard, 
Alphonsus and Ernest.” 


1635-1935 


From Peter Mills born in Holland about 1635 to Peter 
Kendrick Mills born in New York, 1935,°" from the old 
world to the new, from the Maryland shores to the Pact- 
fic, from the political autocracy of the seventeenth cen- 
tury to the economic autocracy of the twentieth - birth - 
life - death - peace - wars - panics - the universality of 
man’s problems - his joys and sorrows remain eternal, 
spiritual and deathless. The outward manifestations of 
life, the material comforts, and the social graces emerge 
gradually, but if life there be then death remains inexor- 
able and certain. Physical death is inherent in life, and 
will remain unconquerable through the ages.” 

What will the history of 2235 reveal, or will there be a 
historian? One who lives even temporarily in the re- 
flected glory of his forefathers is either ignorant or arro- 
gant, but likewise one who overlooks the profound influ- 
ence of the pioneer families of America upon our national 

* New York “Times”, August 15, 1935: 

“A son was born here on Sunday at St. Vincent’s Hospital to Mr. 

& Mrs. James Abell Mills of Elizabeth, N. J. Mrs. Mills is the former 

Miss Florence Hofmann, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. Hofmann, 

also of Elizabeth. The child will be named Peter Kendrick for his pater- 

nal ancestor, Peter Mills, who came to this country from Holland and 


settled in St. Mary’s County, Md. about the middle of the seventeenth 
egg and for his grandfather, the late Leo Kendrick Mills of Lebanon, 


® Dr, Alexis Carrell, eminent biologist, lecture: “The Mystery of Death”, 
New York Academy of Medicine. (1935). 
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character is unlearned and unworthy of his heritage. 
The social isolation resulting from physical barriers is no 
longer a valid criticism of our pioneer Catholic families, 
but an intellectual isolation will engulf us if we are 
ashamed of the contribution of stury virtues received 
from our pioneer forefathers. Our democratic traditions 
are strengthened by a knowledge of our racial and reli- 
gious origins, however humble or undramatic they may 
be. This motive plus a profound respect for the integrity, 
courage, industry, faith, stability, loyalty and.devotion to 
God and country of our family in America is the power 
supporting this attempt—inadequate and sketchy—to 
record some of the facts about its traditions and some of 
its members. May our spiritual and intellectual freedom 
remain forever inviolate, and may these great American 
traditions merge peacefully into the lives of those who 
come after us. 
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APPENDIX 


Lebanon, Ky,., 
October 27, 1932. 
My dear Abell: . 
I was glad to get your letter Monday. We too enjoyed 


your visit to Kentucky this summer. I never met one so-« 


likable and adaptable as Florence. We often speak of her 
in this way. 

I told you that if I found it possible I would consult 
the records in Springfield and find out if possible the 
name of my great-grandfather. 

Mary had a chance to go over there this August. She 
found a very obliging court clerk who immediately went 
to the records and found the original order written in 
1804 authorizing the clerk to grant license to Enoch 
Abell to wed Elizabeth Pierceall, and signed by Joseph 
A. Abell, my great-grandfather. Mary took a record of 
the wording which is somewhat quaint: 


Sir: Please grant license to my son Enoch Abell and 
Elizabeth Pierceall and this shall be your justifaction 
given under my hand and seal this the 5th day of 
Oct. 1804. 
Joseph A. Abell (Seal). 

Attest: 

Robt. Abell 

Richard Pierceall 


So this establishes this fact. Who Joseph A. Abell’s wife 
was I doubt if I can find out. I enclose a roughly drawn 
family tree which you will keep. 
Esq. Henry Abell whom you have doubtless heard of 
was my father’s first cousin, their fathers being brothers. 
[55] 
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This shows the kinship between their family and ours. 
Esq. Henry’s father was named Joseph, too, after his 
father (my great-grandfather). My father, James Abell, 
had a brother named Enoch. There were other children 
besides these two but I cannot name them. 

The Democrats think there will be a revolution if 
Roosevelt is defeated. There may be one if he is elected. 
Can just words, words do anything about it? I personally 
think that whoever wins we are in for a tough, long fight 
yet. I doubt if the combined determination of a Jackson, 
or a Cleveland, or the patient wisdom of a Lincoln or the 
dynamic energy of a Theodore Roosevelt, combined with 
the planning of a Hoover could bring things around very 
soon. It looks like it all means an epoch in government. 
You know the government is just 144 years old, 72 years 
since Lincoln, which brought a new system then—just 
fifteen presidents in the first half and fifteen in the last 
half. I have said nothing about business but I was taught 
to “speak no evil of the dead”. 

Your uncle, 
Frank R. Abell. 


May God bless the memory of Frank R. Abell. He will 
always remain with us as the ideal Christian gentleman. 
Modest, wise, sincere, plain, sturdy, humorous, intelli- 
gent, kindly man, his name will ever be blessed to those 
who knew him. He died in 1934 survived by his widow, 
Mary Mattingly Abell, daughter of Thomas Mattingly, 
his son, Thomas Mattingly Abell, a daughter, Frances 
Abell. 

He was the last of the fifteen sons and daughters of 
James Abell, 1809-1876. Not many folk can boast of two 
generations extending a century and a quarter as was the 


case here, 1809-1934. The photograph of James Abell 
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portrays the integrity and intelligence of a notable man. 

The family of James Abell, 1809-1876: His first wife, 
Elizabeth Raley, bore him nine children (not in order of 
birth) : Jeff, Buford, Henry, Neal, Ann Eliza, Emily Jane, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Harriett. 

James Abell and Mathilda Caldwell, my grandparents, 
had six children: 

(1) Alice Abell, born 17 February 1858, married Clem 
Spalding, both deceased, left issue surviving; 

(2) Virginia Abell, born 9 April 1859, married Leo 
Kendrick Mills; 

(3) Samuel Abell, born 17 August 1860, married Ida 
Spalding, both deceased. Children: Alice, Bessie, J. C. 
Abell; 

(4) Frank R. Abell, born 8 October 1861, married 
Mary Mattingly; 

(5) Albert Abell, born 10 May 1867, married Myrtle 
Mills; 

(6) Joseph Abell, born 13 December 1869 (deceased) 
—married Lena Spalding. Children: Lawrence, George, 
Mary Clotilda, Joseph Walter Abell. 

The article by Dr. Joseph E. Johnson in “The Filson 
Club History Quarterly,” July 1935, enables us to recon- 
struct some of the facts about the family of James Abell. 
His first wife, Elizabeth Raley, was born in 1809 and died 
2 March 1851. As already noted, his second wife, Ma- 
thilda Caldwell, daughter of Teraht and Harriett Smith 
Caldwell, was born in 1833 and died in 1897. Enoch Abell, 
father of James, was born 9 September 1784, and died 
24 September 1855. Elizabeth Pierceall Abell, Enoch’s 
wife, was born 14 March 1786, and died 12 April 1862. 
Joseph (Abner) Abell, Jr., brother of Enoch, married 
Martha Mills, daughter of Ignatius Mills in 1819. Joseph 
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(Abner) Abell, Jr., was born 10 October 1795, and died 
13 August 1863. Martha Mills Abell, his wife, was born 
15 September 1798, and died 22 August 1875. 

Bernard Abell, son of Josua or Joshua, was born 29 
June 1789, and died 25 July 1856. Josua’s wife was Ann 
Mills, daughter of Justinian and Mary Dant Mills, born 
5 December 1769. Calistus, another son of Josua and 
Ann Mills Abell, was born 14 October 1810, and died 14 
December 1872. Clarisa A. Abell, wife of Bernard, was 
born 24 July 1788, and died 25 August 1856. 

Who was Joseph A. Abell, the father of Enoch and 
grandfather of James Abell? | 

The records of St. Andrew’s Church, Leonardtown, 
Maryland, reveal that Abner, son of Samuel Abell 
(youngest) and Eleanor, was born 25 July 1759. The 
Maryland census of 1790 lists Joseph A(bner) Abell as 
the head of a family, and Webb says that Abner Abell 
was living on the Rolling Fork, Washington County, 
Kentucky, some time previous to 1800. The name Joseph 
was probably tacked on for religious reasons when Abner 
was confirmed as a Catholic. These facts plus the mar- 
riage license signed by Joseph A. Abell reveal the identity 
of Enoch Abell’s father. Joseph Abner Abell, Jr., was 
another son. This strengthens the theory that Abner 
Abell and Joseph A. Abell were one and the same person. 
We have been unable to discover the name of Joseph A. 
Abell’s wife. 

Who was Samuel Abell, (youngest), and his wife, 
Eleanor? If Clements is correct their descendants inherit 
a double strain from the Abell line. His comment is inter- 
esting: 


“Samuel Abell styled youngest, the son, I believe, or 
grandson, of a supposititious Robert, brother of Sam- 
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uel Abell, IJ], with whom he was closely allied and as 
I further feel assured married Eleanor, the only one of 
his daughters that Samuel Abell III names in his will, 
his cousin, and they had Samuel, born January 13, 
1755, named for her father, Robert, born the 8th of 
May, 1757, named for his, and Abner born July 29, 
1759.” 


Clements’ theory would explain how the children of 
Samuel Abell, (youngest), inherited their Catholicism 
through their mother, Eleanor Abell, daughter of 
Ellen O’Brien Abell, and Samuel Abell II]. This also 
strengthens the notion that Joseph was added to Abner 
Abell’s name for religious reasons as already suggested. 

Further proof to establish the fact that Eleanor Abell, 
wife of Samuel Abell, (youngest), was the daughter of 
Samuel Abell III, and that Abner and joseph Abner Abell 
were one and the same person, is found in the reference 
of Mary Abell, daughter of Samuel III, in her will pro- 
bated in 1815 in Washington County, to her nephew, 
Abner, a bequest being made to him. Clements thinks 
this reference evidently was to Robert Abner Abell—the 
priest—but we think otherwise because Father Abell was 
not usually designated “Abner” whereas we have already 
alluded to several instances where Abner and Joseph 
Abner Abell were used interchangeably to designate our 
great-great-grandfather. Enough on this point. 

Samuel Abell III was born about 1700 and died testate 
in 1777. Clements makes him a great autocrat, stern, 
unbending even in the face of death, but we cannot follow 
Clements’ theory that Samuel Abell III was double deal- 
ing in matters of religion. All the evidence is to the con- 
trary. He signed the test oath in 1737, or was this his 
father, Samuel II? We have received a copy of a letter 
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written by Father J. J. Abell, of St. John, Kentucky, 
dated December 1907. This priest was a great nephew of 
Father “Bob” Abell. Father J. J. Abell writes the letter 
to Father O. L. Abell, S. J., Loyola University, New Or- 
leans, La. The letter reads: 


“ABELL is an euphonistic form of Ap-Bell a Welsh 
name signifying ‘Son of Bell’. The prefix ‘Ap’ 1s com- 
mon in Welsh patronymics and is equivalent to ‘Mac’. 
(See the Century Dictionary, page 254.) My grand- 
father stoutly maintained the accent should be on 2nd 
syllable. 

“The Rev. Robert A. Abell going to or returning from 
France about 1826-7 tarried awhile in Maryland and 
visited Leonardstown, St. Mary’s County. In ante- 
Revolutionary times the Abell Family held as an here- 
ditary office that of High Sheriff of St. Mary’s Co. 
Therefore, Old Father Abell hoped to find out some- 
thing definite about the family by this visit, but found 
that a fire had destroyed all old records. In 1867 I 
heard him tell of this visit, and say that the sole result 
thereof was only to confirm the family tradition that 
the first Abells—three brothers—came from England 
with one of the Lord Baltimore expedition before the 
middle of the 17th century. Of these three, two settled 
in Maryland and the other settled in the vicinity of the 
Dismal Swamp, in Virginia. The name of this last 
brother was Philip,—I am not sure of the names of the 
other two, but think they were Sam and Ben. 

“The family were staunch Church of England people, 
and, I fear, equally as staunch Tories at the time of the 
Revolution. 

“Something like 100 years after the three brothers 
emigrated to America, Samuel Abell, High Sheriff of 
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St. Mary’s Co., Md., was married to Ellen O’Brien, a 
Catholic, who brought up her sons in the faith of her 
Fathers. And these were the first Catholic Abells in 
this Country. Sheriff Sam Abell’s children were: Rob- 
ert, Alethia (married Benedict Spalding, the grand- 
father of Martin John, Archbishop of Baltimore— 
great-grandfather of the present Bishop of Peoria) ; 
Dorothy (married Robert Wimpsett); Winnifred 
(married Benjamin Morgan) ; Samuel; Philip. 
“Of the above, Robert Abell married Margaret Mills. 
Their children were James, Rev. Robert A., Ben, Jessie, 
Nace, Sam, Pannie, (married Ben Thomas) ; Elizabeth 
(married Joe Buckman); Nellie (married Joe Abell). 
“Of Robert’s children, James Abell married Elizabeth 
Mattingly. Their children were Mary, (married Joe 
Boone); Robert, your grandfather, (married Mary 
Mattingly); Margaret, (married Edmund Abell); 
James, Ann, (M. John Pierce); Eliza, (married Ste- 
phen Shively); Ellen, (m. Chas. Young); John (my 
father) ; Tom. 
“This brings the family down to your grandfather. Of 
course you know the names of your father’s brothers 
and sisters.” 

(sgd) J. J. Abell. 


Roy F. Abell, mechanical engineer, Palestine, Texas, 
who submitted Father Abell’s letter, points out that 
Father Abell gives the names of the children of Robert 
Abell and Margaret Mills different from that shown in 
the “Centenary of Catholicity” in Kentucky. He leaves 
out the name of “John” which, of course, must be an 
oversight and gives the girls’ names as “Nellie,” “Pannie” 
and “Elizabeth”. Roy F. Abell is a brother of Rev. O. L. 
Abell, S. J., to whom the letter was written. 
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The facts cited by Webb, Bishop Martin John Spald- 
ing and early Catholic historians, plus the family tradi- 
tions, are far more conclusive than the opinion of Clem- 
ents or any other person who builds his case on deduc- 
tions, however reasonable they may appear to be on the 
surface. 

Samuel Abell II, father of Samuel III, born in 1667 
and died about 1750, was also a prominent man in St. 
Mary’s County. Clements says he married Winifred Hall, 
daughter of Simeon Hall. He was high sheriff of the 
county, burgess and always held himself out as a mem- 
ber of the Church of England. It is inconceivable that 
for two or three generations these men held themselves 
out to be what they were not in matters of religion. 
Clements breaks the final straw when he says that Sam- 
uel Abell II attempted to conceal the facts when he signed 
his name “Sam/(s) Abell” in 1689 to the petition to the 
Queen denouncing the Catholics. This was Samuel I, 
and not his son as Clements says. Samuel Abell I died 
testate in St. Mary’s County in 1698. Clements remarks: 


“It is certain that Samuel Abell I who died testate in 
St. Mary’s County in 1698 was an ancestor. As there 
is no sign of his coming into the Colony, he must have 
been born there, or brought in as a child, by his father, 
and I cannot escape the conclusion he was Captain 
Abell’s son. He leaves to ‘my son John my Lord’s 
Manor and 120 acres all on other side of Napkin’s Run; 
to my son Samuel my dwelling plantation on this side 
of Napkin Run, and the remainder of my estate real 
and personal to my wife Ann, and appoint her my exe- 
cutrix’. Witnesses: Edward Cole, Edward and Luke 
Gardiner, all prominent Catholics and indicating the 
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faith of Abell. I cannot discover the maiden name of 

Ann but suspect it was Gardiner.” 
Clements overlooks the fact that he described himself in 
his will as a carpenter and signed his name “Samuel Abell, 
his mark’. In both instances the signature was by his 
mark. He could not write his name. Like Peter Mills he 
was an uneducated man and he had not concealed any- 
thing in 1689 when he signed his name in the same man- 
ner. He was a member of the English Church, and he 
wanted all the world to know this fact. Nothing is gained 
by glossing over the facts, whatever the motive. There 
can be little doubt that Webb’s version of the influence 
of Ellen O’Brien Abell in bringing up the children of 
Samuel Abell HI as Catholics is the true story. 

We come now to the origin of the Abell family. Clem- 
ents Says: 


“The first of the name to enter Maryland was Captain 
Robert Abell in the earlier years of the settlement. 
Whether he earned his title as commander of a ship or 
a militia officer, I cannot say, but the fact that I have 
been unable to connect his name with the ownership 
of real estate or to find will, or other evidence of his 
dying in the Colony, impels the conclusion that he was 
a seaman, trading with the Colony, and after settling 
some or all of his children in the Colony returned to 
England and died there.” 


Captain Robert Abell is referred to in the archives of 
Maryland in 1649, Volume X: 

151: 

“Capt. Jo: West Capt The Complts. Suit being 

Robt Abell by Mr. Cuth: for 1000 Tobo & Cask p 

ffenwick Attorn plt David Bill, And the Defdt being 

O Doughorty Defdt arrested 
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The Sheriff alleadged he could not bring him to appear 
this Court by reason of Some lameness and Other 
hindrances, It is therefore Ordered that in Case the 
Defdt having notice hereof Shall not by himself or his 
Attorney appear and Answer his Suit the next Court, 
the Court will then proceed to give Judgment upon the 
Bill if there be Cause.” 


P, 203% 


“Capt John West and Upon the Mocon of mr 
Capt Robert Abell by mr Thomas Hatton his Ldps 
Thomas Gerrard their At- Secretary on the behalie 
torney pltes of Mr Gerrard the pltes 
David Odoughorty deft Attorney, and upon the 

reading of a former order 
made in this Cause the 20th of January last It is Ord- 
ered that if the Deft Shall not by himself or his Attor- 
ney appeare and Answer the ptfes Suit (according to 
the writt) the Next Court, the Sheriffe Shall then be 
responsible to the plfes demand in this behalft as the 
Court Shall then upon the hearing think fitt.” 


Piecing together these facts, the theories of Clements 
and traditions expressed in the letter of Rev. J. J. Abell, 
it seems to us that Captain Robert Abell was the founder 
of our family in America, and was the father of Samuel 
Abell I who died testate in 1698. 
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